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FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE 
The Riverside Church, New York City 


May 6-8, 1953 


May 6, Morning — Thoburn T. Brumbaugh, Presiding 


The Conference was called to order by the Chairman, and Professor Jorge Masa, 
of the Philippines, conducted the opening worship. The Chairman welcomed the Board 
representatives and guests to the Conference and announced that, unless the Con- 
ference went into executive session, everyone present was eligible to vote. The 
agenda for the Conference was presented by the Secretary of the Far Eastern Joint 
Office. The agenda was accepted as presented, and the following were elected, with 
power to coopt others, to membership on the Findings Committee: 


Thoburn T. Brumbaugh, Frank T. Cartwright, Lewis H. Lancaster, 


Ruth Ransom, Hazel F. Shank, Helen M. Shirk, John C. Smith, and 
Mrs. Hugh D. Taylor. 


Agenda. 
Report of secreterial trip to East Asia Wallace C. Merwin 
Discussion 


Mey 6, Afternoon - Hazel F. Shenk, Presiding 


Prayer Luther A. Gotwald 
Summary of replies to the Questionnaire Hugh Bousman 
Discussion 


Mey 6, Evening - Dinner Meeting - Thoburn T. Brumbaugh, Presiding 


"Christian Opportunities in Indonesia and How to 
Meet Them" Beng Tjoan Lie 


"Theological Fducation in East Asia" Henry Pitney Van Dusen 
May 7, Morning - Hazel F. Shank, Presiding 

Southeast Asia Committee 
May 7, Afternoon - 


Korea Committee John C. Smith, Presiding 
Chine Committee Louise Robinson, Presiding 
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igenda continued 


May 7, Evening - Alice E. Cary, Presiding 
Japan Committee and Okinawa Committee 


(supper at the Refectory followed by business meeting at 
Riverside Church). 


Mey 8, Morning — Ruth Ransom, Presiding 
Philippines Committee 
May 8, Afternoon - Plenary Session - Thoburn T. Brumbaugh, Presiding 


Devotional Period 
"Highlights from a recent trip to East Asia" Alice E. Cary 


Report of Findings Committee 


Busincss Items 


VOTED: To approve the General Recommendations es presented by the 
Findings Committee end inciuded in this repcrt. 


VOTED: To approve the Ares Recommendations es presented to the Conference 
by area representatives on the Findings Committee, cs included in 
the General Findings snd votes of the separate area committees. 


VOTED: That the Conference express its thenks to Union Theological Seminary 
for mking the Refectory fucilities availeble to the Conference; end 
to Dr. Van Dusen end Mr. Beng Tjoan Lie for their stimulating 
cddresses. 


VOTED: That we thunk the Committee on Program and the staff of the Far 
Eestern Joint Office for the careful preparation for the Conference 
end the successful carrying out of the program. 


VOTED: That the Far Exstern Conference express its sincere thanks to the 
Riverside Church for its grécious hospitality. 


Roster 


E. M. Aitken 

M. Searle Bates 

R. Pierce Beaver 

Henry G. Bovenkerk 

Mr. and Mrs. T. T. Brumbaugh 
J. N. Byler 


Frank T. Cartwright 
Alice E. Cary 


Ivy Chou 
Chi-An Chung 
J. Celvitt Clarke 


United Church of Canada, B.O.M. 

Union Theclogical Seminery, New York 

Missionery Research Library 

Reformed Church in America 

Methodist, Division of Foreign Missions 

Central Ménnonite Bd. of Missions and 
Charities 

Methodist, Division of Foreign Missions 

Americen Bozrd of Commissioners 
(Congregational) 

Methodist, formerly of Foochow, China 

Formosa Y.M.C.A. 

Christian Children's Fund, Inc. 


Roster Continued 


Mr. end Mrs. Robert Crawford 
Mrs. Rowland M. Cross 

John W. Decker 

J. L. Dodds 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Berl 5. Eee 
Mrs. R. H. Edwin Espy 

Mary Evans 

Williem P. Fenn 

Edwin 0. Fisher, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Elliot Fisher 
Dr. and Mrs. A. G. Fletcher 
Pearl Fosnot 

Clare. French 

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Gebhardt 
George Geng 

Mr. end Mrs. Cheries Germany 
Francis Goddard, M.D. 

Devid M. Goto 

Luther A. Gotwald 

Thomes Graham 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Grant 
Benjamin T. Guensing 

Mr. and Mrs. Devid Hamm 
Howard D. Hanneford 

Ward Hartmen 


Dwight W. Edwards 


Robert T. henry 

Tokuzo Hirego 

Laton EF. Holmgren 

1. Peo honey 

Lymen Hoover 

Robert M. hopkins 

T. Lewrence Hsu 

Mr. end Mrs. Hugh Hubbard 
Constant H. Jacquet, Jr. 
Mr. end Mrs. Edward Johnson 
Francis P. Jones 

K. Kawamura 

William E. Keiler 

On Dok Kim 

Lewis H. Lancaster 

Beng Tjoan Lie 

A. W. Lindsay, M.D. 
Hsi-Kun Lu 

S. Frankiin Mack 


Frances Maeda 

Jorge Mesa 

Sedoris McCartney 

Richard «a. Merritt 

Mrs. Wellece C. Merwin 
Lloyd S. Millegan 

Mr. end Mrs. Robert Miller 
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American Board--Missionery Candidates, P.I. 
United Church Women 
International Missionary Council 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Church World Service 
United Lutheran Church in.America 
National Committee, Y.M.C.A. 
Methodist, Woman's Division 
United Bd. for Christien Colleges in China 
Evengelical United Brethren Church, D.W.M. 
Presbyterian, USA, Philippines Missionaries 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Methodist, former China penilcetd ate 
Methodist, . Y 
Rivaneelical end Reformed Church 
Chinese Students Alumni Services 
Methodist, Japan Missionéries 
American Beptist Foreign Mission Society 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Japan 
Division of Foreign Missions, NCC 
Oberlin-in-Chine 
American Board of Commissioners 
Union Theological Seminary, Philippines 
American Boerd, Philippines Missionaries 
Interboerd Committee for Christian Work-—Japn 
Evangelical end Reformed Church, 
China Missionary 

Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
Church of Christ of Japan. 
American Bible Society 
United Church of Canada, B.O.M. 
Committee for Free Asia 
Golden Rule Foundation 
Methodist - China 
American Board of Commissioners 
Missionary Research Library 
Student Volunteer Movement 
Methodist.- Nanking Theological Seminary 
Methodist, Crusade Scholar—Japan 
United Christian Missionary Society 
Methodist, Crusade Scholar-Korea 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
Chinese Church of Indonesia 
United Church of Canada, China Missionary 
Formosa 
Radio, Visual Education end Mess Communi - 

cations Committee 
World Council of Churches Youth Department 
Union Theological Seminary, Philippines 
United Lutheran Church, Japan Missionary 


Protestant Episcopul Church, Japzn Missionary 


Methodist Layman 
Central Mennonite Board of Missions am 
Charities 


Roster Concluded 


W. Plumer Mills 
Kyohei Minaga 
Akire Miyazaki 
Alfred D. Moore 


Mr. end Mrs. Ralph Mortensen 
Cherles Mosebrook 

Beatrice Mueller 

Mrs. Royal H. Fisher 

Laura K. Pelton 

Herbert H. Peterson 

Mr. end Mrs. C. L. Pickens 
Ruth Rensom 

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Rex 


Louise Robinson 

Wilmine Rowlend 

Mr. ond Mrs. Horace Ryburn 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Shacklock 
Hazel F. Shank 

Helen M. Shirk 

John E. Skoglund 

John C. Smith 

Norme Smith 

Ade P. Stearns 

Devid M. Stevens 

Everett M. Stowe 

Rodney A. Sundberg 


Lennig Sweet 

John E. Talmege 

Henry H. N. Teng 

Mrs. Hugh D. Taylor 

Valter Tong 

Ernest E. Tuck 

Henry Pitney Ven Dusen 

W. Drew Varney 

Dorethe Vernon 

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan Wallen 


pemy Ogden Welcher 
Lucy F. Wiatt 
Glora M. Wysner 
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Missionary Research Library 

Drew Seminary 

Methodist, Crusade Scholar-—Japan 

Committee on World Literacy and Christian 
Literature 

Bible Society, Shanghai 

Methodist, Japan Missionary 

Department of Public Relations, NCC 


Presbyterian Church in Canada, W.M.S. 
Methodist, Malaya Missionary 
Division of Foreign Missions, NCC 
Reformed Church in America 
Committee on World Literacy «nd Christian 
Literature 
Methodist, Women's Division 
World Council of Christian Education 
Presbyterien, USA, Thailand Missionzries 
Methodist, Division of Foreign Missions 
Women's Americen Baptist F.M.S. 
United Lutheren Church in Americe, B.F.M. 
Americaen Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
Presbyterien Church in the U.S.4. 
Visitor 
Women's Americen Buptist F.M.S. 
Division of Forcign Missions, NCC 
World Council of Christian Education 
Field Representative of the 
Philippines Consultative Committee 
National Committee, Y.M.C.A. 
Presbyterian, US, Korea Missionary 
Hong Kong Y.M.C.i. 
United Church of Canada, W.M.S. 
fmericen Bourd of Commissioners 
Methodist, Division of Foreign Missions 
Union Theological Seminery, New York 
american Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
Presbyterian, USA, Philippines Missionary 
Japan Committee, Religious Society of 
Friends in Philadelphia 
United Church Women 
Women's American Baptist, Burma Missionary 
Internetionel Missionary Council 


Rowland M. Cross, Executive Secretary 
Wellace C. Merwin, Associate Secretary 


Hugh Bousman, Consultant 
Royal H. Fisher, Consultant 
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FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE TI. FINDINGS 


May 6-8, 1953 


GENERAL FINDINGS 


The Conference was impressed by the factual material presented to it through 


the reports of Mr. Merwin on his visit to the Far East, through Mr. Bousman'’s summary 
of the answers to the questionnaire that came from the churches of the Far East, and 
through the addresses that have been made to the Conference. These fects show both 
the strengths and the weaknesses of the cooperative agencies. 


I. 


l. 


Re 


II. 


We recommend: 


That the reports of Mr. Merwin and the summarized replies to the questionnaires 
be shared with the churches of the Far East and it be suggested that on the 
besis of this material u study be mede by the National Christian Councils and 
other cooperative egencies of their own ourposes, functions, and relationships, 
with all the constituent bodies adequately represented, 


That the Far Eastern Joint Office be charged with the responsibility of putting 
this material end the additional suggestions made at this Conference in such form 
that they can be shared with the cooperative agencies in thecountriesS involved. 


That the responsibility of sharing the cbove materials with each area be com 
mitted to the secretaries of FEJO and the chairmen of the respective area 
committees. 


That in considering this material the NCCs and cooperating agencies be asked to 
deal with such suggestions as the following: 


1) The agencies that should be included in the council or federation 

2) The possible relationship of non-perticipating churches to the cooperative 
organization 

3) The kind of cooperetive program which is of greatest value to the constituent 
churches 

4) The aim of complete assumption of administrative expenses by the constituent 
bodies, aid from mission egencies being used for projects 

5) The assignment of secretarial personnel to the cooperative agencies by national 
churches, and their support by these churches 

6) The increase of ley participation in the cooperative organizations 

7) How best to coordinate the programs of the various departments of the co~ 
operative organizations 

8) The over-all responsibility of the cooperative agency for Christian strategy 
in its own country 

9) The cooperative agency's responsibility in the field of public relations 
constituent bodies 

10) Ways by which the constituent bodies shall give proper consideration to the 
program, budget, end sources of support of the cooperating agency 


We recommend for the consideration of the cooperative egencies in the Far East 
the following suggestions for increasing the sense of community of the Christian 
churches in the entire area: 


1. The exchenge of information about the churches of ezch country, including 
possible use of materials prepared for missionary education in North America. 


2. Exchange of leadership through freternal delegetes, exchenge professorships, 
evangelistic visitors and visits by leaders on their way to world conferences. 


3. Appointment and support of missionuries from one country in Asic to another. 
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GENERAL FINDINGS 


The Conference was impressed by the factual material presented to it through 
the reports of Mr. Merwin on his visit to the Far East, through Mr. Bousman'’s summary 
of the answers to the questionnaire that came from the churches of the Far East, and 
through the addresses that have been made to the Conference. These facts show both 
the strengths and the weaknesses of the cooperative agencies. 


I. We recommend: 


1. That the reports of Mr. Merwin and the summarized replies to the questionnaires 
be shared with the churches of the Far East and it be suggested that on the 
basis of this material u study be mede by the National Christian Councils and 
other cooperative agencies of their own ourposes, functions, and relationships, 
with all the constituent bodies adequately represented. 


2. That the Far Eastern Joint Office be charged with the responsibility of putting 
this material end the additional suggestions made at this Conference in such form 
that they can be shared with the cooperative agencies in thecountries involved. 


3. That the responsibility of sharing the cbove materials with each area be com 
mitted to the secretaries of FEJO and the chairmen of the respective area 
committees. 


4. That in considering this material the NCCs and coopereting agencies be asked to 
deal with such suggestions as the following: 


1) The agencies that should be included in the council or federation 

2) The possible relationship of non-perticipating churches to the cooperative 
organization 

3) The kind of cooperetive program which is of greatest value to the constituent 
churches 

4) The aim of complete assumption of edministrative expenses by the constituent 
bodies, aid from mission egencies being used for projects 

5) The assignment of secretarial personnel to the cooperative agencies by nationel 
churches, and their support by these churches 

6) The increase of ley participetion in the cooperative organizations 

7) How best to coordinate the programs of the various departments of the ca-~ 
operative organizations 

8) The over-all responsibility of the cooperative agency for Christian strategy 
in its own ccuntry 

9) The cooperative agency's responsibility in the field of public relations 
constituent bodies 

10) Ways by which the constituent bodies shall give proper consideration to the 
progrem, budget, end sources of support of the cooperating agency 


II. We recommend for the consideration of the cooperative egencies in the Far Eest 
the foilowing suggestions for increasing the sense of community of the Christian 
churches in the entire area: 


1. The exchange of information about the churches of eech country, including 
possible use of materials prepxred for missionary education in North America. 


2. Exchange of leadership through freterneal delegetes, exchenge professorships, 
evangelistic visitors and visits by leaders on their way to world conferences. 


3. Appointment and support of missionuries from one country in Asia to another. 


IV. 


VI. 


Ahi. 


VIIT. 


IX. 
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We recommend thet the Internz.tionil Missionary Council, putting special respon- 
sibility on Dr. Rajeh Menixam, Joint Secretery for East asia, in consultation 
with virious national councils or federations, set up 2 planned time-table of 
functionel conferences and consider other methods of increasing mutucl under- 
stending, fellowship, end cooperation emong the churches of the Far Hest. 


We reccommend to the Fer E.stern Joint Gffice thet in ccuntries where the organi- 
zation of « nationel council of churches is not now feasible, encouregement be 
given to the formation of consultitive comnaittees for considerction of common 
problems. 


We recommend to the Internetional Missions:ry Council thet opportunity ke pro- 
vided for consultetion among the delegates from the Far Hust to the 1954 Worla 
Council mecting. 


In view of the fact that visitors to the Far East hkeve so increased in recent 
years as at times to impuir the effectiveness of the church orgunizations and 
mMissioniries, we recommend that mission boards ena interdenoninetionul cegencies 
urge.,ull wis2tors to plan their trips well ehead of time and, where possible, 
to coordinete their visits with others going to the same area. 


We recommend to the Fur Eastern Joint Office the formation of « Fer East Council 
on Theological Educétion, possibly related. to the Council on Christian Higher 
Education in Asia, to cvoperste with seminaries in the Far East in the following 
possible projects: 


1. Encouregement of Bible Schools with cdequete curricule for the training 
of evangelistic workers end izy leaders 


2. Shering of information «nd experience and the use of such other means as 
may overcome the insulerity of inaividuel institutions 


3. Establishment of one first renk theological greducte school in the Far East 
4. Preparetion of basic texts for theoiogicel cauctticn. 


we recommend to the mission bosras the continued support of the Livision of 
Forcign Missions Study Fellowship on Communism by sending nationiis end mis— 
sion:ries to the Fellowsnip and more adequetey provision forthe, sue Fine, Os oy 


the results of this study with the churches of the Far Exst. 


We would recommend studies of this problem under netionel church euspices in 
all creas of the Far East. 


We would express to sister boards with missioneries in Indo-China and other 
countries threatened by Communist invasion our sympathy and preyers for the 
churches in those lands and the missioncry representsetives. 


We recommend that the Far Eastern Joint Office express our thanks to the 
Riverside Church for the gracious hospitulity which we have enjoyed throughout 
the Conference. 


™ 
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CHINA FINDINGS 


The Committee recognized great opportunities and challenges in Hong Kong, 
Formosa and emong the many Chinese students and alumi now in North America. 


It was felt that there should be a consultative committee in Taiwan, also 
possibly in Kong Kong, in view of the large member of missionaries representing 
numerous denominations and sects now working in these areas. The implementation 
of this conviction was referred to the secretaries of the Boards and agencies 
concerned, 


There was similar reference to the possibility of a united business office 
in Hong Kong somewhat similar to the Associated Missions Treasurers office formerly 
located in Shenghai,. 


The problems of the thousands of Chinese students and alumni now in North 
America were presented and discussed. The discussion brought out the fact that 
there are different groups trying to help solve the more acute problems, but the 
Committee voted that a subcommittee,to be composed of members living in and near 
New York City, work with the United Board for Christian Colleges in China in ex- 
ploring the possibility of securing adequate legal counsel (a) to leern the facts 
reperding present laws concerning Chinese and other aliens and (b) to stuay ways 
in which these laws can be used productively or, where necessary, can be wisely 
emended. 


JAPAN FINDINGS 


The Japan Committee recognized that a number of the general findings of the 
conference were of importance for the cooperative program in Japan, but was faced 
by several immediete cecisions to which the Committee's time hed to be devoted. 
Tentative aepprovel was given to the 6-year plan of the Japan Netional Christian 
Council for a Centenary Movement, with its chief emphasis on evangelism by all 
Protestant churches, which is to culminete in 1959, the 100th anniversary of the 
beginning of Protestant Christian work in that land. Consiaeration wes also given 
to the proposal of the Social Service Commission of the Jayen NCC to set up service 
centers for U. N. military forces under Japanese church auspices, end the secretaries 
of the Interboard Committee for Christian Work in Jépan and the Japan Committee were 
authorizea to consiaer further details ana seek the support of boaras and denomi- 
nations in the U. S. for such a program. Consideretion and Byerg Bs were also given 
to the proposal for a joint building project by severel Chris gh ich would provide 
studio facilities for the NCC Audio-Visueél Aids Commission (AVACO). 


KOREA FINDINGS 
1. National Christien Council 


1) We reaffirm our belief in the necessity for en NCC with an organization es 
simple as possible, but one which will coordinete the efforts of all the 
various egencies. 


2) We believe thet one source of strength in the NCC would be more serious 
particip.tion by both missionsries end nations«ls, end it is suggested that 
the Boards urge such participation on their representatives. 
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3) We suggest that the general secretary give primary attention to the problems 
of immediate necessity growing out of the emergency, rather than to a long- 
renge functional program. 

4) We recommend to Church World Service thet edditional assistence be provided 
for Dr. Henry D. Appenzeller in order to enable him to give more time to 
responsibilities as Associate General Secretury of the NCC. 


Books for Pastors 


We recommend that the NCC be asked to prepare for the Korea Committee a progrem 
as to how they would use additional funds, if evaileble, to provide books for 
pastors. 


Broadcasting Program 


We request the Mass Communications Committee of the NCC for information as to 
the earliest possible time when the radio transmitter can be erected in Seoul 
and put into operetion. 


Anti-Tuberculosis Program 


We endorse the proposed anti-tuberculosis program end request the United Church 
of Canada Board of Uverseas Missions and Women's Missionary Society to make the 
services of Dr. Ernest Struthers available for some weeks so that he may explore 
with the boards end other organizations in North America the proposed anti-tuber- 
culosis program in Korea, which is to be sponsored by the Korea Committee and . 
interested boerds, end for consultation, survey, and plenning on the field 
immediately after his arrival in Koree, 


Amputee Rehabilitation Project 


We commend the fine work of the Amputee Rehabilitation Project and recommend 
this project to other boards for their perticipation. 


Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Severence 


a. We urge the early rehabilitation and provision of funds as necessary for the 
reconstruction of Severance Mediczl College and urge all mission boards with 
work in Korea to identify themselves with the Cooperating Board for Christian 
Education in Chosen in support of this institution. 


b. We call to the attention of the governing boards cf the Christian educational 
institutions in Korea the formation of the Council on Christian Higher Edu- 
cétion in Asia and urge these boards to become members and to make plans for 
the future in consultation with thet Council. 


Orphénages 


We urge increased attention to the orphanages in Korea and suggest that cws 
give leadership in a study of such institutions in an effort to bring these 
orphanages to a more effective service and into proper relationship to the 
churches. 


Regional Conferences Lf 

/ 
We recommend that if and when regional conferences are held, Korea be considered 
as belonging to a wider ares. than 'Northerst Asia. 
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OKINAWA FINDINGS 


1, 


1. 


wO 
‘ 
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We urge that other boards related to the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council participate in Christien work in Okinawa in relation to the 
Okinawa Committee. 


We recommend the organization of a consultitive committee on Ckinaéwe as an 

agency for joint consultation on common problems by the missions ut work in 
the Ryukyu Islands, and request the steff of FEJU to ley the matter on the 

hearts of the secretaries of the boirds concerned. 


We urge the Japan Bible Society to set up a depot for the sele of Bibles in the 
Ryukyu Islands. 


PHILIPPINES FINDINGS 


Philippine Federation of Christian Churches 
‘Relation or non-coopereting groups with the Federation 


1) We would urge thet every effort be made to extend the areas of cooperation 
with all groups end to encourage perticipation in the cooperetive Cnristien 
program on the basis of pructical workin, ,»rojects. 

«) We would urge that the services of the Fuueration be offered to 411 groups 
freely. 


Association of Christian Schools end Colleges 


The Philippines Committee believe there is a need for correlated sttention by 

the boards and by the churches in the Philippines through the Associution of 
Christian Schools and Colieges to the need for more edequete support for institu- 
tions cf Christian highcr education or Christian colleges, in oraer to provide 
full educational opportunity for evengelicxl youth. 


We would call attention to the survey of higher educetion made in 1948 and urge 
the further study by the Associétion of Christian Schools and Coileges of 
developments in eaucctiioh since this report was published. 


We would urge thet the problems which confront the Associztion of Christian 
Schools and Colleges, as weli as ways of meeting these problems, be shured with 
the Council of Christian Higher Education in Asia. 


We would urge the churches in the Philippines to recognize the Associeztion of 
Christian Schools end Colleges as the responsible agency for coordinating 
secondary and higher Christian schools and increasingly to support tne Association. 


We would urge that the mission boards, in considering support for schools, seek 
to help only those institutions recognized and approved by the Association of 
Christian Schools end Colleges. 


Regerding Filipinos to be sent to Americe for advenced training, we would 
recommend 


1) Candidates for advanced training abroad should be chosen in the light of field 
programs end the candidetes' potential contribution to them. 
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2) That we recognize two types of persons who should be given oppcrtunity for 
advanced training: 


(1) those whose position upon return would require advanced ecademic degrees; 


(2) those whose time abroad would be best spent in "in service" or "internship" 


programs, and who should have at leest an A.B. degree or its equivalent 
ana ut least two years of previous service with the churches. 


3) That consideration be given to the provision of scholarships for those 
preparing for ecumenical or interdenominational work. 


4) That candidates who are sent ubrocd for edvanced training should be assured 
of & position within the progrem of the churches upon return. 


VOTED to refer this finding beck to the Philippines Committee for further 
consideretion end action, 


SOUTHEAST ASIA FINDINGS 


It is the conviction of the group thzt plans for missionery work in Indonesia 
should be worked out through the Indonesian Ccuncil of Churches and ifter cereful 
consuitétion with thet Council and its constituent church bodies. 


Likewise it is the opinion of the committee thet, if there is to be en inter- 
denominetionizl bourd or committee in North America representing the interests of 
the Christian University Founaation in Indonesie, the United Bourd tor Cnhristien 
Colieges in China should be that orgenization; end we request the United Bourd to 
give sympatheite consideretion to any such request thet may come to it trom the 
Foundation. 


It is to be noted that all of the aiscussion and planning «ut the Committee's 
meeting wes against the buckground of & numerically strong end widespread Church 
ana of « recognized need for better training for larger numbers of ordained and 
other professional Christicn workers. 


FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE IV. Committee Actions 
May 6-8, 1953 


CUINA COMMITTEE 


VOTED: 


JAPAN COMMITTEE 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


KOREA COMMITTEE 
VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


VOTED: 


To recommend to the Council on Christian Literature for Overseas 
hinese to consider ways and means whereby they might encourage 
the use of Christian art, including posters and calendars. 


To approve the action of the Executive Committee to include in the 
1954 budget the following: Youth Work, $1,000; Home and Family 
Life, $1,000; Church School Activities, $4,500. 


To approve the action of the Executive Committee to include in the 
1954 budget $1,500 for the Centenary Movement in Japan. 


To empower FEJO and IBC secretaries to work out details for the 
opening of two or three "Home Away from Home" centers, to be 
located near areas of large concentration of military personnel, 
end to approach denominations as well as boards for support of 
these centers. 


To approve the plan as outlined and presented by the Audio Visual 
Aids Committee for erecting a studio on the Aoyama Gakuin campus, 
subject to final agreement with Aoyama Gakuin, Intermission Services, 
and the Aoyama Gakuin Alumni Association. 


To refer the report on the study of Income Taxes in Japan to the 
Japan Executive Committee for further study. 


To designate Dr. A. G. Fletcher as the Korea Committee's clearing 
agent for requests from the Christian hospitels in Korea for 
medical supplies seconded thrcugh the Americen—Korean Foundation; 
and that we urge boards related to those Christian hospitals to 
supply the packing and transportation cherges for such shipments. 


To ask the United Church of Canada, Woman's Missionary Society, for 
the services of Miss Anne Davison in relationship to Church World 
Service in Koree for a two-year period with the understanding that 
the United Church of Canada, W.M.S., would supply salary and travel, 
and C.W.S., the work funds. 


To refer to the Cooperating Board for Christian Education in 

Chosen end the Ewha Board the suggestion that through their auspices 
a Council on Rehabilitation of Higher Educational Institutions in 
Korea be set up both on the field and here. 


That we recommend to the National Christian Council of Korea the 
consideration of the revival of the Literacy Committee with special 
emphasis upon ministry to refugees and children in the emergency 
situation. 


To request from the proper committee of the NCC a more definite 
statement of need for materials for use in publications for women 
and children and to refer same to the Committee on Christian Litera- 
ture for Women and Children in Mission Fields. 


oe FEC ~ IV 
Committee Actions 


KOREA continued 


VOTED: That we decide to have a special Korea Conference thet would deal 
with the problem of future planning for Korea and that we appoint a 
planning committee for that conference upon which one representative 
from each board concerned in Korea, including the Y.M.C.A. and . 
Y.W.C.A., would sit together with representatives from the Inter- 
nationel Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS 


General approval was given to the 1954 sppeal List of projects for Asian 
countries. (see appended list) The Southeast Asia and Korea Committees gave 
specific commendation to the projects for their respective arees. The Japan Com- 
mittee had given this approval ut a previous executive committee meeting. These 
projects are recommended to the Committee on World Youth Projects of the United 
Christian Youth Movement. 


Division of Foreign Missions, NCC PRC-V 
FEAR EASTERN JOINT OFFICE 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. YX. 


FAR EASTERN JOURNEY 


(A report on a visit to the cooperative Christian agencies of the Far East by 
Rev. Wallace C. Merwin of tne Far Eastern Joint Office, Division of Foreign 
Missions, hCGC/USA. + November 29, 1952 - april 24, 1953). 


* * ry * uy 


I think my first word in this report should be one of appreciation to 
all who hed a pert in meking this trip to the Far Fast possible. That eppre- 
ciztion is due first to my colleague, Rowland Cross. This visit to the 
churches and ecumenical egencies of the Far Exst was originally planned for 
him, wnd the funds were raised for that purpose. In view of his impending 
retirement, however, it scemed advisable that I should meke the trip, and he 
most greciousliy yielded the privilege to me and assisted most helpfully in 
méking the trip possible. I sincerely regret that he could not heve hed the 
unique opportuniti:s for seeing Christian work and for Christian fellowship 
thet this visit offered, end wish that he might have gone, rather then myself. 
I must admit there were a few times, however, wien I would heve gladly ex- 
changed places with him, though I shell not enter into details here. 


Secondly, my gratitude and appreciation is due to the Far Eastern Joint 
Office Committee, all members of the arez committees represented in FEJO, and 
the boards and cegencies which they represent, which made the necessary funds 
eviil.ble end essisted with their approval und advice. I am not less grateful 
to the meny others on all the fielas which I was able to visit who helped mc 
in various ways, lirge snd smzil, in pliunning, in errenging schedules, in 
providing hogpit: lity end friendship end guidence. Without the help of these 
meny fricnds, some old «nd otners new, both nationels end missionaries, this 
extensive end cnlightening journcy could not hive been mede, and for their 
kindness end Christicn love I «m Gevply end truly epprecictive. In « dinner 
given in my honor by the Nationel Christizn Council of Koree regret was ex- 
pressed that I was uneble to sec tne beeutiful Dizmond Mounteins, one of the 
scenic prides of thet lend. In replying, I seid what might heve been said in 
every other lend I visited ind which expressed the sentiments of my heart, 
that I had seen their faces end their Christian love, end thet was more beauti- 
fui then the Diemond Mountiins. Much more importent then any of the external 
lindmorks of the countries visited wes the Christicn fellowship and service in 
which I wes privileged to heve « smell share. 


It is almost trite to speek of the speed of modern travel, but without 
the «irplenc, it would have been impossible to cover tne vast amount of terri- 
tory end visit the meny places thet I wis able to in five months. Especially 
wes this true in such islend lends <s the Philippines end Indonesia, where 
without éir travel it would be impossible to trzvel speedily and extensively. 
Perheps the most striking exemple of the speed thet is possible through air 
trivel wes the fect that on the return home I left Tokyo one afternoon ct 5:30 
end arrived at Honolulu the seme afternoon et 4:30! I find eir trevel less 
tiring than thet by cer or train, but speed has its disedventzges as well. I 
feel thet 5 months was too long « time to have been awey, ind definitely felt 
the strein of weariness end the desire to live a more settled life es the end 
of the trip drew neer. 
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In so brief 2 visit in so meny lands covering the entire For East, it 
wes of course impossible to essess any ares thoroughly, even with considerable 


background knowledge. Judgments made on the basis of such hurried visits will 
tend to be superficial, and have neturelly been influenced by the viewpoints 
and understending of those with whom I hed most freauent consultation. On the 
other hand, it should be seid that I had the benefit of the guidance of 
netionzls and missionaries in every land who know general situetions and the 
work of the Christian movement intimately, cand there ere certain edvantages 

in being en informed and trusted outsider who csn often see things more ob- 
jectively than those deeply involved in the immediate situation and to whom 
leaders sometimes fecl free to speak of their problems. In the light of these 
consideretions, I shall try tc sum up my impressions and make certain recom- 
mendéetions about the ecumenical movement in the Far Est. 


1. AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT IN THE FAR EAST 


(1) The Growth of Ecumenicity - Let me first uttempt a brief assessment 
of the ecumenicel movement in the Far Fest. On severul occasions during my 
trip when I was asked to speak of my experiences I mentioned the prayer of our 
Lord in the 17th chepter of John, "That they 211 might be one," a prayer that 
must have been very close to his heart, since the petition was voiced four ~ 
times. I believe that prayer is being fulfilled today, or at leest comes 
necrer to being fulfilled than at any time in the history of the Christian 
church. "The coming of age of the younger churches", though it is in vurying 
degrees, is a reality ond is surely one of the most significant facts of mod- 
ern times. For the first time in history, « truly world church is emerging, 
end there is an increcsing consciousness on the pert of Asian Christiens that 
they are part, end cn integral pert, of « world Christisn community. One of 
the striking evidences of thet is the number of Christizn leaders in every Far 
Bestern land who heve perticipetea in ecumenical conferences end feel strongly 
the ties of Christian fellowship across the seas. One encounters this in fre- 
quent inquiries concerning friends in other lends who have been met on such 
occésions. 


I have also the distinct impression thet on the whole the ecumenical 
egencics ere growing in strength end influence. Such growth ig slow and uneven, 
and there are all too meny weaknesses apparent, but it is genuine. Most of the 
best leaders of the churches actively support the ecumenicel orgenizetions. 
Like cble people everywhere, they are busy with many things, but one is deeply 
impressed with tne high quelity and caliber of the men and women who pertici- 
pete, the amount of time they devote to the various cooperative Christian 
agencies, und the measure of success they ere zchieving. The ecumenical 
agencies are on the whole and almost everywhere en importent pert of « vital 
Christian program, rendering service to tie entire church ond providing oppor- 
tunity for the hzrmonious working together of denominetionel leaders for the 
goed of all. Generally I would sexy that the funds end personnel we xwre contri- 
buting to these agencies, not proportionetcly lerge in compxrison with our 
total commitment, arc well invested. If I had not been convinced before making 
this trip of the velue em contribution of cooperative Christien work, I would 
certiinly be so now. 


(2) How cén the ecumenicel agencies be strengthened? - The chief weak- 
nesses of the cooperetive Christizn agencies seem to me to be threefold, ell 
fimiliar to us. They tend to be too much centralized, to do too much paper 
work, and to be week at the point of effective field programs. They do not 
have effective liaison with ond service to the local churches in such a way 
that their support is enlisted for ecumenical progrems and agencies. They 
depend too much on funds from the West, ond consequently leck incentive to 
secure local support, both morally end financially. 
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It seems to me thet any strengthening of the National Councils and other 
agencies must come from within, as they themselves sre conscious of their weak- 
nesses and strive to make themselves more fully useful agencies of the churches 
and clso that we cannot expect eny one pattern to apply to every country and 
every orgenizetion. Bearing that in mind, I would like to suggest some lines 
along which exploration might be made looking to their more effective function- 
ing. I am inclined to think that a council of churches, the members of which 
are netional churches, provides ea sounder besis for cooperetion than does 4 
Christian Council. Indonesizt. and the Philippines already have such organiza- 
tions, and Meleye hes under consideration « change to such a besis. Provision 
is made where such en organization is in effect for associate membership for 
other Christian agencies. It does not seem equitable, however, that an agency 
such as the Bible Society, for exemple, importunt though its work is, should 
heve an equel voice in the policies of « national cocperetive church body with 
churches with comperatively large constituencies. 


The provision of secretirial personnel for the councils by the constitu- 
ent churches which hes been developed in Indonesia and is being experimented 
with in Burmese. seems to me to be a step in the direction of securing more 
genuine support which should be encoureged. In order that the appointment of 
unquezlified or unicceptsible personnel mey be evoided, it would seem to be © 
better thet specific requests emanate from the councils themselves end that 
there be adequate consideration end consultetion regerding specific individuals. 
One of the problems the ecumenicel agencies face often is the unwillingness of 
churches to release cable leaders for cooperative programs. In part to meet 
thet difficulty, and also to secure udequate participation by the various groups, 
some consideretion might be given to term service by secretarial personnel thet 
would ensure bringing new blood into the councils from time to time. 


I still believe thet we should carefully consider the possibility of 
channeling funds for ccoperative work through the netional churches. Such pro- 
posils did not mect with much enthusiasm from either netionals or missionaries 
when they were discussed in iny presence, though some felt it would be é& good 
move, but I still feel it might be & move in the right direction. Such ection 
should heve the effect of making the ecumenical agencies feel their responsi- 
bility to the national churcnes rather than to this office or the bozrds and 
agencies represented in it, end it should help to meke the nationel churches 
feel their responsibility for tne ecumenicel progrem, rather then feeling it is 
é& progrem initizted and controlied from abroad. If tnis were done, we would 
heve to give some lititude to the néetionz1 churches, not completely designating 
gifts for cooperéztive work so th:.t their own initietive «end decision would be 
eliminited, ond yet requiring, if at all possible, thet they meke some budgetary 
provision for such work out of funds evaileble for their own use, preferably 
from locel sources, end possibly on <« percentege basis. 


The councils should be encouré.ged to render more practical service to the 
churches on the local level, clweys, however, on the basis of full cooperetion 
and consulteétion with denominetional leaders end progrems. Here it seems to me 
that the Federetion of Churches in the Philippines is on the whole considerably 
ehead of any of the other groups that I observed. Every encouregement should 
be given to the newer and less cooperative groups to participste in the councik. 
This should not be just for the seke of securing more members, but for the in- 
crezse of Christian fellowship and to provide a wider besis of cooperation and 
& greater opportunity for service. What seems to me an encoureging end signifi- 
cent approach is being mede in Japen through the organization of local councils 
of churches affilieted with the National Council in which some groups not 
éssociated with the National body are purticipeting. 
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We should tactfully but steadfestly continue to insist on more support 
for the cooperative azencies from sources within their own constituency. Too 
often they take too literally the injunction to ask that they might receive, 
but only in terms of asking FEJO end kindred orgenizations. (Indonesia and 
Burm. are outstanding exceptions to this in their firm determinetion to keep 
their programs modest and self-sufficient, “not expect lerge finenci«l subsidies 
outside their own countries.) I found little comprehension of the complicated 
process by which FEJO raises funds for their work or of the tremendous progrém 
of Christisn work in their own end other lands over against which the boards 
must weigh end evaluate their needs. We should be ready to support significnt 
ecumenicel experiments such es the student center at the University of the 
Philippines, the proposed Kore« unti-tuberculosis project, the AVACO studio 
for Jépan, the Council of Christian Literature in Hongkong, end others. For 
thet very rezson, however, we need to insist that not all the funds which are 
available for ecumenical work in the Fer Exst should be tied up in current 
budgets. Not less important is the need for the cooperative Christian agencies 
to see that they must be more deeply rooted in the soil of indigenous Chris- 
tianity if they are to survive end be an integrel pert of the lifestream of the 
church in Asie. 


(3) - One of the weys to strengthen the ecumenical egencies and I believe 
the whole Christian cuuse is to encourege closer reletionship between the 
Christian forces in the verious countries of the Far Best. Southezst Asia is 
a néturel grouping for meny reasons, which I shall not go into here, and 
Northeest Asia, « term not in common use, hese similcr close ties of meny kinds. 
With Chine out of the picture et this time es fer as Christiun fellowship is 
concerned, every encouregement should be given to closer ties between the 
Christien groups in Kores, Jepen, Okinewe, Taiwan, end hongkong, and also in 
the larger perspective in reletion with the nations of Southeest Asia. They, 
in turn, ere very closely linked with Soutnern Asia in meny weys. I wes very 
interested to see how generally suggestions of « drawing together of the Chris- 
tian forces of tne Far Exst wes welcomed virtually everywhere I went. Almost 
everywhere there scemed to be a genuine feeling of need to know and help each 
other. The Jipenese particul:rly expressed their strong hope, almost wistfully, 
thet they might have closer relitionships with Christicns elsewhere in Asia. 
Unfortunately, pest history ind present politicel differences interpose diffi- 
culties - witness tne refusel of President Rhee to permit eny young people from 
Korez. to represent Korec ut the Travencore Youth Conference. 


Another wey by which such relationships cen be strengthened is the 
regionzl conference, to which much consideration hes been given recently. 
Tnere is some diffcrence of opinion as to whether generel or functional con- 
ferences will be most useful. There would seem to be plece for both, and a 
number of nationel leuders urged thet wherever possible they be combined; i.e., 
that functionel conferences be plemned es pert of any general conference. 
Probably Southern Asie should be included in any arez-wide conferences that may 
be orgenized. 


Exchenge of leadership among the Far Eastern churches would also greatly 
strengthen mutual ties. Where this has been done alreedy on a limited scale, 
the results have been good, end would seem to justify the wider use of such 
methods. It would certeinly seem thet national leaders who attend various 
ecumenical conferences should have means provided to visit and observe Christim 
work in other lends enroute. Western leaders have such opportunities almost to 
the point of saturation. This would be especially true of personnel engaged in 
ecumenical work. A number of council secretaries expressed to me their desire 
and need to visit councils in other lends and observe what they are doing. An- 
other plece where ties could be strenythened is in provision for visiting 
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theological professors, both from the West and within the Far Eastern lands. 
I have wondered whether or not it would be possible to secure the support of 
the Interseminery Association in securing some funds for this very worthy 
purpose. 


All of this would involve considerable expense, and such proposals would 
have to be limited in their scape for this reason. If we feel this kind of 
program to be of sufficient value, however, we should be thinking eventually, 
at least, in terms of specific budget provision for it. Would it be too vision 
ary to think thet we should limit and eventuelly even decreese our support to 
ecumenical agencies and divert some of thet support to such international ecu- 
menical ventures, perhaps through the I.M.C.? It would certainly seem advis- 
able. also, if it is possible to develop such projects, to require that some 
measure of support be forthcoming from the lands and churches, involved. 


A further and important factor in the strengthening of inter-—church ties 
in the Far East which would involve much less expense is the interchange of 
information about the verious national churches and cooperative bodies. I 
believe that the "Christian Activity News" published by the Japan NCC, which 
goes to other councils in Asia, is one simple and useful way of keeping other 
areas informed of vital Christian work in one land. The suggestions along 
this line made at the Denver meeting cf the FEJO committees scem to me to be 
very good on the whole, and we should proceed, as far as is possible, with 
their implementation. I shall not discuss them in detail here, but we should 
encourage the exchange of such things as well-made and informative film strips 
and other audio-visual materials such as posters, common promotional materials, 
unified empheses, etc. 


(4) Specific needs - In my reports on the different areas, specific 
recommendetions have been made in regard to various projects end needs, and 
some suggestions are made in otner parts of this summery report. I shall at- 
tempt to list here, however, some of the more pressing needs to which our 
attention should be given, in the order of my visit to the different lands and 
without relationship to the relative priority of these needs. The need for a 
stronger literature program in the Philippines is dealt with elsewhere. I 
spoke in my report on the Philippines of the inadequacy of the present office 
spece used by the Federation of Churches. I am somewhat more hesitant now, 
however, to suggest a new building beceuse of the high costs involved and the 
large sums that other projects there call for, as weil as the needs of other 
fields, cnd am more inclined to suggest thet we lay this on the consciences of 
the member denominetions in the Philippines, urging them to seek some solution 
locally. Progress has been mude in further consideration of the proposed 
Christian medica] college, and I would again urge, recognizing the problems 
that are involved, that concrete plans be shaped up as speedily as possible or 
thet the project be definitely abandoned. 


In Indonesia, where I was more deeply impressed by the church and espe- 
cially its need of trained leadership than in any other land, we are being 
asked for a limited amount of help in the form of missionery personnel, most 
of it somewhat specialized. It is essential that we arrive at agreement as to 
whether we are going to work through the Indonesian churches or through the 
Dutch missions, and I have indicated in my reports my belief that we should 
accept the recommendations of our Field Secretary and deal with the Indonesian 
church as the only acceptable method to help. We should then seek as quickly 
as possible the commitment of intcrested boards to specific projects where our 
help has been requested. I believe that such help is greetly needed and would 
be tremendously appreciated, thet it offers maximum results from 4 minimum 
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investment, almost entirely of the most important contribution we can make, 
that of life, end that our assistance, especially in leadership training, will 
help the greet churches of Indonesia to continue in their task of evangelizing 
the unreaciied peoples of their own nation. 


In Melaya, we need to be thinking of the eventual need of providing some 
saliry for a national secretury of the Malayan Christian Council. The MCC 
budget askings have been modest, but should be kept so because of the relative 
smeliness of the area involved end the fect that only one American boerd has 
thus far been involved. Presumably the British Council of Overseas Mission 
would be asked to take « propurtionzte share of any increuse for this purpose. 
Even though there will be greet difficulty in finding the right man for such a 
post, the MCC should be enccuraged in its search for a quelified national. 


I recognize the unwillingness of boerds with commitments that strain 
their rescurces, especially in these deys of incressed costs, to undertake 
entry into new fields, but would recommend strongly thet if at all possible 
the participation of other boards be secured in the work on Okinawa in coopera- 
tion with the Church of Christ of Okinawa. The Methodists deserve only praise 
for their generous support of the work there, end for the high quality of the 
young missionaries essigned to that field, but missionaries, as well as 
nationais, strongly feel it would be most desirable to have other denominatims 
represented in the smell missionary force which is working with a church whieh 
though small, is highly conscious of its interdenominetionel character. Such 
participation would not entail beginning « new mission, but simply the contri- 
bution of missioneries on the part of one or two bosrds, thus giving a truly 
interdenominational flevor to a significant ecumenical experiment, with perhaps 
the provision of a small work contribution. Since Oxinawa is a part of Japan 
to all intents and purposes, possibly the best solution would be to ask that 
it be taken under the wing of the Interboeard Committee for Christian Work in 
Japan with the hope thet from its member boards one cr two missioneries with 
different denominetional background might be appointed teu supplement the small 
group now at work in Okinawe. 


In Japan, I would urge that we support and underwrite the AVACO studio 
project, particulerly if the proposal considered there at my meeting with the 
studio committee on April 17, which enviseges a building on the Aoyama Gakuin 
campus with the cooperétion of AVACO, Intermission Services and Aoyame Gakuin 
and its alumni association proves feasible. There is general ecceptance and 
approval of the orogram being developed by AVACO, and recognition of the need 
of edequate studio facilities. I wis clso convinced of the justification of 
further support of the program being developed by the former Japan Council of 
Christiun Education, now merged with the NCC as the Depzrtment of Church 
School activities. I do not believe increxsed support should be given to the 
Home end Femily Life Committee until we are sure of a more comprehensive and 
useful program. 


In Korea, there needs to be support for the proposed purchzse of a 
building in Pusen for the use of the cooperetive egencies (excluding the 
Christian Literature Society, which hes e building of its own) and the even- 
tual restoration of the gutted C.L.S. building in Seoul or the construction 
of a new plent to house the ecumenical agencies. In view of the possibility 
of cn imminent return to Seoul, this is « matter which should hive early con- 
sideration, und the groups on the field have been asked to consult together 
and make concrete proposals. The proposed anti-tuberculosis project would 
seem to mect en urgent need end met with general approval in Korea. It should 
be studied further, with full consultation of medical personnel on the field, 
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and if its development proves feesible, it is worthy of hearty support. 
Likewise, the amputee project, which has already made substantial progress and 
is a much needed end most useful contribution to civilian war victims, is de- 
serving of continued support und development. 


a. THE REALITY AND STRENGTH OF THE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP - This trip was a 
renewed confirmation of previous experience of the intimacy end strength of the 
Christian fellowship. I set next to a Canedian business men on the plane from 
Tokyo to Honolulu who wes returning home after one of several visits to Japan 
post-war. He spoke of his dislike of the Japenese and compleined to me, as 
others have, of the difficulty of getting on a basis of intimacy with the Japa- 
nese he hed met. I told him how different it had been with me, in Japan and 
elsewhere, for everywhere I had gone I had been on the inside as soon as I got 
there. I hed frequent occesion, upon being esked for remarks, to speek of the 
warmth of Christian brotherhood that made me feel at home everywhere I went, 

in spite of differences in languzge, eappecrances, and customs. How many 
friends a Christien has! I was welcomed not simply because of what I repre- 
sented as a secretary of the Far Eastern Joint Office, but as a fellow-Chris- 
tian, and thet would be true in almost any country of the world, but perhaps 
even more truly in the East than in the West. It was an amazing end heart- 
warming experience, end I have come away from each of these lands with a glow 
in my heart and rejoicing in new friends in Christ. It is a greet privilege 

to know personally the leaders of the church in many lands. 


One of the significant fe daemon of the strength cf the Christien fel- 
lowship is seen in the impect of the Christian community on society in general. 
We might wish it were even grez.ter, if the church is the salt of the earth 
which is to impart its suving flevor to the worid, but it is genuine and im- 
pressive. It is seen in many ways and in elmost every lend that I visited. 
Much of the best leadership in the Far East in social work, education, medicing 
government, etc., is provided by the numerically small end comperatively week 
but relatively well-educated end socially conscious Christian group which has 
é& real concern for all men, and an integrity and dedication to truth thet is 
unmatched by sny compersbie group. It is seen in the Philippines, where - 
political Roman Cathclicism is strong, in the leadership und influence of the 
evangelicai church. All social workers, I was told, are evengelicals, and in 
Japan I wes told that social work was pioncered and developed clmost exclusively 
by Christiens. It is seen in government, where Christian cabinet members of 
outstanding charecter are found in many lands, and there is strong Christian 
representetion in legislative bodies, particulerly in Koree and Indonesia. 

Even in strongly Buddhist Burme, it seemed to me that the influence of the 
Christian community wes very merked. 


3. THE TRAGEDY OF PROTESTANT DISUNITY - I am not referring here simply to the 
existence of denominations. Many of us wish there might be a greater measure 
of unity, but recognize that general union is impossible and that there are 
denominational traditions end witnesses that must long continue. One of the 
things that disturbed me most on this trip, however, was the increasing 
strength on the mission field, which presumably represents increasing strength 
in the sending iands, of aggressive, non-cooperative, hostile secturianisn, 
generally critical of establishel?@hurch at home and cbroad and of all coopera- 
tive Christian agencies, and in some extreme cises even hostile to the or- 
génized church. It seems to me thet there is no longer the traditional 
division between Roman Cetholic and Frotestant mission forces at work in the 
Fer Eest, but e sort of third force of non-cooperzetive Fundement:list mis-— 
sions. I would dispute their monopoly of the name "evangelical" by which 
they like to identify themselves, for I believe the great bulk of cur esteb- 
lished work can claim that titie, end I certeuinly think of myself as an 
evengelical. 
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It is only fair to sey that among them are many who are the finest and 
most devoted of missionéries with the highest motives, and I have no wish even 
to seem to criticize them. Most of this group has a zeal, though often without 
knowledge, that puts us to shame. On the other hend, there are meny, espe- 
cially in the new and smaller ultra-Fundamentalist groups, that seem to have 
little sense of the church or of building up self-support. They provide build- 
ings before churches are organized, they pay saleries, often quite lavishly, 
they provide scholerships liberelly. One missionary said, "They are making 
the same mistukes we made 25 yeers ago," with which I agreed except I felt he 
had not gone back far enough for some of us. 


One distressing aspect of their work is an apparent lack of ethical per- 
ception on the part of many cof them. I saw several "lost churches" in Okinawa, 
where missionaries of such a group had offered to assist the Okinawan pastor 
in his work. He accepted the offer gladly, only to find when he was away for 
a short time because of illness that the churches were no longer part of his 
work. Such stories could be dupliceted from every land I visited. Many of 
these people act on the principle expressed in Ogden Nash's little poem writtm 
during the period of Japanese expansion about the man who came over the fence 
and then said, "So sorry; this my garden now!" I heard of men who make false 
and exaggerated cleims of the tremendous results they were achieving, who 
claimed the results of other mission work as their own, and who raise lerge 
sums of money in the West, often on the strength of work done by others. 


The effect of all this on both Christians und non-Christians in these 
lands is both confusing end stimulating. Christians frequently expressed their 
dismay at the divisiveness and attitudes of such workers, especialiy in areas 
where there has been little experience with competing denominationelism. On 
the other hand, they feel in many instances thet this is a challenge to them 
to work harder end more diligently shepherd their sheep end preach to the 
unevengelized. Many of the finer type are welcomed by nationals and mission- 
aries as allics in the work of the Kingdom. The more extreme groups have on 
the whole not made serious inroads on the existing churches except in such 
lands as Indonesiz, where the church is relatively unsophisticated and had had 
virtually no contact with other denominational forces previously. The literal- 
ism and emotional manifestations of some sects appeal to some who are emo- 
tionally immature. As alreaedy noted in my Japan report, there are now in that 
country 57 verietics of Protestentism, but 24 of them heve 600 members or less, 
and 10 have less than 100 members. 


4. MISSIONARIES AND THE YOUNGER CHURCHES - Any report on Christian work in the 
Fer East would be incomplete unless it paid tribute to the hard work, devotion, 
and high caliber of the missioneries who are giving their lives to the spread- 
ing of the Christian gospel. I still think of myself as one of them and, like 
meny of us who are at work in the home offices, gladly acknowledge that the 
important work of missions is being done by those who labor on the field, while 
cur function is only to assist and serve them. Most cf them are very conscias 
of the problems und needs that face Christian work in the countries where they 
are laboring together with their national colleagues for the Kingdom cf God. 

I certainly felt that for the most part they are living closer to the people 
among whom they work, end I certsinly saw meny examples of simple and humble 
living. Most impressive of all is their consecration to the task to which they 
are committed, a consecration which often made me feel very humble. 


The problems which they face are manifold. Virtuaily everywhere the 
mission forces are shorthanded, in part due to the gap caused by the wur years. 
There is & Serious shortage of experienced missionurics, und a great majority 
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of the missionary force is composed of newcomers to the field since the end of 
the war. Most missionaries seemed to me to be very much overworked, and they 
are stiis carrying too much administrative responsibility. This is true even 
where work has been put completely under the control of the nationel churches 
end especially where institutional responsibilities make demands upon their 
time. I found a number of the younger missionaries chefing over the fact that 
so much of their time had to be spent in other things than the evangelistic 
and church work which they would have preferred to do. Not a few of them felt 
thet they did not heve the kind of counselling and pastoral supervision thet 
would help them to understend the situations they were facing and to make the 
necessary and tremendous adjustments thut young missionaries are called upon 
to make. Where there are field representatives and other senior missionary 
personnel, I would urge that this responsibility for counsel be considered a 
major responsibility for them. Senior missionaries are sometimes forgetful or 
unaware of this need. There was also some feeling expressed that missionaries 
on the field needed to be better informed by their boards as to what the boars 
are doing, especially in matters of major policy decisions. 


I was encouraged by the degree to which devolution had been carried out 
in many areas and discouraged by its slowness in others, particularly by some 
lack of realization of the essential primucy and independence of the nationel 
churches. It seemed to me that there wes insufficient sensitiveness on the 
part of some missionaries to chenging conditions in the Far East end strong 
nationalistic tendencies und desires for independence which ere quite legiti- 
mate and which find their expression in the church as well as in national life. 
I was particularly disturbed by the tendency of some missionaries to equate 
anti-Western sentiments with Communism, not rezlizing thet such sentiments 
grow out of the general situation in the Far Eist and are cleverly used for 
their own purpceses by the Communists. The Communists, however, did not create 
such sentiments end desires; they have only stimuleted and utilized them. 
Tnere wus expressed to me some criticism of missionaries on the part of na- 
tionels, but generally this does not mean that nationals are unfriendly to 
missionaries. Most of them praise the work end the spirit of the missionaries 
and are free to say that they want them to continue. They do resent, however, 
any evidence of spiritual inequality or racial superiority or the lack of full 
friendship and confidence thet unfortunately is occusionally evident. One 
point of resentment I found in some areas was that missionary assignments and 
responsibilities were decided by themselves, sometimes without any consultatim 
with the church. 


I was also disturbed by evidence in some pleces of a lack of trust in 
the leedership of the church end some unwillingness to accept the judgments 
end wisdom of nationals. Some of this was evident in almost every land, al- 
though in many places the missions heve identified themselves quite completely 
with the churches end even lost their own separate identity. It seemed to me, 
however, thet such attitudes where they are found represent essentially a lack 
of trust not in men, but in God, end in the power of the Spirit to lead and 
use man. Such leck of trust hurts our brethren and stands in the way of the 
most effective Christian work. It is expressed in an impatient and criticel 
¢pirit which is found in relatively only ae few missionaries, but is unfor- 
tunate. A missionzry without the spirit cf love can hardly do effective work, 
and it seens to me that Christian character is one of the first requirements 
for missionery appointees. Without it, other qualifications, however brilliant 
and diversified, are of very little use. Everywhere I found nationals eager 
for friendship and understanding, and wherever missionéries met them helf way, 
as most of them do, reletionships were good. 
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Somewhat related to this problem, it seems to me, is the matter of 
direction of our work from the West, and here we must be very ceutious to 
evoid seeming to dictate policy. I found some unezsiness on this score among 
both missioncries and mationals, some of whom felt thet we in the West tended 
to hand down too many directives. We should surely feel free to make tactful 
suggestions, but I believe that ultimately decisions must rest with the field 
and the field agencies. I recognize that this is difficult at times, espe- 
cially when we see work being poorly done, but it seems to me that this is an 
important point. I should add here thet there was some complaint voiced to me 
thet material being sent to the field (special mention was made of youth work 
material) is prepared for the use of well-trained and experienced workers and 
takes too much for granted. It would be well to remember that many workers 
have little experience und special training and need simpler material. 


I also heard u rather frequent compl:int that too meny visitors from the 
West are going to tne mission lands. We would all recognize the necessity for 
many of these visitors to spend time on the field; but before and after the 
India Conference this year there was a veritable flood of visitors, so much so 
that in many places they interfered with the normal work of both missionaries 
and nationals. Often such visitors arrived after very short notice or none at 
all. They expect to be enterteined and shown around the work. There are preb- 
lems of housing and transportation, and the many details which are involved, 
especially where missionary and national leaders are few (for example, a place 
as Indonesia) have often been a heavy burden. It seems that there ought to be 
some coordination in such matters end possibly some attempt at a central clear- 
ing house for such visitors. 


5. THE CHINESE COMMUNITY IN THE FAR EAST - The Chinese are found everywhere 
in Asia. Their strength and influence is particulerly noticeable in Southeust 
Asia beccuse of their economic dominance. It seems to me that the Chinese com-- 
munity is «n epitome of the Christian Church; they ere in but not of the world. 
They meintein their seperate identity as a community more then cny other ne- 
tional group, largely due to their superior industry snd intelligence. Even 
though there is a considerable amount of intermurriage, it is largely Chinese 
men marrying with the women of other races, notably in Indonesia and the 
Philippines, und the children ere almost always brought up as Chinese. They 
are not unlike the Jewish community in the West in their position except that 
they ere generally fur more numerous than are the Jews. Many of the lerger 
cities in Southeast Asia ere virtuully Chinese in the sense thet their busi- 
nesses are largely conducted by Chinese and they form a varying but propor- 
tionetely lerge element of the population. 


Their economic power is remarkable. It is said thet 90% of the economy 
of Indonesia is controlled by them, and the proportion is very large in the 
Philippines, Maleye, end other lends. This is due in large part to their 
superior industry and hard work. I saw countless exemples of this. Driving 
over a country road in Timor in the heat of the day, I remarked on a family 
working in the fields, en uncommon sight at that hour. "Oh," said the man I 
was riding with, "they ere Chinese." At the Hongkong YMCA the elevator boy 
spent every spere moment learning to write chzracters and studying English. 


Rather fortunctely, I think, the Chinese have generally end traditionally 
not been politically ambitious. They have suffered from the political am-. 
bitions and jealousy of other peoples, especially with the rising tide of 
nationalism in the Far Fast. This was especially true in Indonesia, to some 
degree in the Philippines, and even more so in Thailand, where the Chinese are 
more restricted than in any other crea that I visited. I was told that the 
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Chinese in Singapore and Malaya are fearful of what might happen to them if 
independence were given to Malaya. 


Communist Chine may eventually change this lack of political interest 
end ambition on the part of overseas Chinese. The struggle between pro- 
Communist and anti-Communist clements in the Chinese communities is quite 
general throughout Southeast Asia. The split between the two groups is real 
end very deep, and in msny communities the schools, for example, are divided 
between pro and anti-Communist groups. Almost everywhere I was told that pro- 
Communist sentiment was on the wane. I think thet this is probably true but 
might fluctuate where there is any danger of Communists gaining control. Com- 
munist influence wis most notice: ble in Indonesia, where pro-Communist litera- 
ture is found everywhere in well-stocked book stcres and distributed through 
the mails, and where many students are being drawn beck to Communist Chine for 
education and « fairly lerge number of others are being induced to visit the 
homeland. One Dutch mission:ry in Indonesie was invited to visit New China, 
-to which he replied thet he would be giad to do so if Dr. T. C. Chao were 
releesed, after which he heard no more of the offer. 


Communist influence definitely seems less in other countries, particu- 
lerly Hongkong end Singapore. One of the evidences is the fact that the 
Netionelist Independence Day, the Double Tenth, was generally more observed 
lest year then was the Communist Independence Day of October lst. This does 
not necessarily mean that there has been a growth in pro-Nationalist sentiment. 
Sc far es I could learn, the situation was not unlike that in Chine a few years 
ago, with a small minority strongly in support of each of the two groups and 
the majority rather indifferent cnd not strongly in support of either. This 
situation is complicated by severai factors. One is the traditional Chinese 
disinterestedness in government if they are allowed to carry on their own life 
and business. There is also the traditional desire to be on the winning side, 
and no doubt pro and unti-Communist sentiment will vary with the fortunes of 
Red China, pzrticulerly in 2 place like Hongkong. 


A third element which should not be discounted, however, is the 
nationalistic appeal of a strong China which is stunding up to the world, and 
there cen be no questicn but that meny Chinese, especizlly young people, feel 
much pride in thet fact. A further factor is the provision by Communist China 
of free education for the young people who return there; and beceuse of the 
strcng Chinese desire for education, this exerts a great pull. There is also 
the fect that there is increasing restriction upon Chinese in other lends of 
the Far East end a lack of higher educational facilities for Chinese young 
pecple in their own languege which creates « certain amount of resentment and 
adds tc the appeal of Communist China. 


The Chinese Christian Church is a very interesting aspect of Chinese 
life in the overseas communities. There is at least one church in every 
sizeable Chinese community. Virtually always, the Christians represent a very 
small minority of the Chinese group. Almost always they are very conservative 
in their theology und also strongly and aggressively evangelistic. They seem 
to heve a genuine concern for the unsaved. Often these churches are outside 
the pettern of ecumenical Christianity in the non-Chinese areas, although in 
Melaye end Singepore they are integrated in the church and to a considerable 
degree in perts of Indonesia. Everywhere, however, there is & marked divi- 
Siveness and clannishness among the Chinese churches. There is a lack of well 
trained pastoral leadership, and in several ceses I was asked to essist in 
seeking qualified Chinese pastors for churches. Chinese Christians said: 

"Our young people are too busy getting rich to go into the ministry." A large 
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number of the independent Chinese evangelists who were at work in China now 
are working with these overseas Chinese communities. Generally they have had 
a divisive influence. One group of Chinese church officers with whom I met 
said every pastor who hes come to that country from China had created dissen- 
sion in the church. These men are setting up individualistic and sectérian 
Bible schools, seeking their students from the established churches, and train- 
ing them as evengelists, not as pastors. I heve no doubt that many of them 
make/fenuine contribution to the spiritual life of Chinese Christians, but one 
cannot help but be disturbed by their sectarian and divisive emphasis. Inci- 
dentally, the support of these independent evangelists comes in large measure 
from church people in the United States, and meny of them make periodical 
visits here to raise funds. 


Whet can we do to help this Chinese Christian community? It seems to me 
that the Chinese churches have an opportunity to reach a large and tremendously 
influential community in Asia and that we should be doing more to help them in 
that task. How to help them is not an easy question to answer, however. I 
do not believe we would accomplish that aim by sending a large number of mis- 
Sioneries to workwith them. For one thing, large numbers would not be 
welcome, , partly for political reasons. It must be remembered that the Chi- 
nese churches are extremely independent, self-supporting, and have had very 
little experience in working with missionaries. It would be not only unwise 
but impossible to undercut in any way that independence. I am personally con- 
vinced thet the evangelization of the Chinese community in these lands must be 
done primarily by the Chinese themselves, end I believe that the appointment 
of a few capable, self-effacing, and tactful missioncries would be of great 
value. The feasibility of such a method is being shown in some plices. Even 
where churches do not dare to issue an invitetion for political reasons, they 
would in some cases welcome & missionary co-worker. 


Perhaps one of the best ways we could help in this problem is to make 
better provision for sound theological education. I believe that what the 
Nanking Theological Seminary Foundation is doing in such places as the Higher 
Theologicel Seminary in Djakerte and in Trinity College in Singepore is excel- 
lent, as is their program of trunslution of the Christian clussics. The sug- 
gestion his been made thet there needs to be some provision for a high grade 
greduate theologicel school to train ministers for the Chinese churches of all 
of Asia. It would not be easy to meet the requirements of all groups, parti- 
culerly because of the divisiveness and theological differences mentioned 
above, but some consideration ought to be given to projects of this sort. 


Finally, what we are doing in the United States end Canada for the 
Chinese who are here is of considerable importance. I believe that the pro- 
grem of service end spiritual ministry being carried on as a joint project with 
the United Board for Christian Colleges in Chine is a genuine contribution to 
the whole question of evangelization of Chinese communities. In view of the 
present situation, moreover, it seems to me thet we should give more thought 
to the future of the thousands of Chinese professionals and intellectuals who 
ere in the United States and Canada as well us those who are in such places as 
Eongkong. Especially should we take some responsibility for those students 
who heve been brought to the West by mission boards end those who cre interes- 
ted in Christian service, so that they may have some guidance and assistence 
for the future and mey be conserved for constructive Christian work. 


€. FUNCTIONAL FMPHASES - It would have been impossible for me, in the time 
available, to study and eveluate the different types of specialized Christicn 
work, or even to report in detail on the various espects of the departmental 
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work of the ecumenical agencies in the ten countries I visited. I heve 
generally made little reference, except where certain definite requests were 
made of me, to relief work, Christien medicine, the encouraging development 
of programs in the field of home and family life, youth work, Christian 
education programs, etc. It is therefore with some hesitation thet I add to 
this report some brief comments end a few concrete suggestions in regard to 
function:1 work in one or two fields, with hope thet no one will feel that 

I un siighting the importent und often encoureging work being done in other 
specielized fields. 


I have always believed strongly in the vitel contribution to the 
expanding Christizn progrim ple«yed by Christian litereture, end the need for 
strong progrems of production end distritution to utilize fully this essential 
medium for evangelization and Christiun nurture. One of the most encouraging 
features of the ecumenical progrim in the Fer East is the excellent work that 
is being done in this field, particulerly in Indonesia, Japan, Hongkong and 
Koree, as well as to a lesser extent in some of the other lends. 


I cannot urge too strongly the continued support of the Council of 
Christian Literzture for Oversexs Chinese in Hongkong, especially if it finds 
it possible to brouden its scope to incluae audio-visual eids such as evange- 
listic posters and filmstrips. It is increasingly meeting a need over e wide 
area, and its work is cn essential contribution to the evangelization of the 
large and influential oversees Chinese community. The Council impressed me 
as one of the most significant experiments in cooperative work in a vitelly 
importent fliela that has brought together an unusuclly wide range of denomi- 
netionél groups in & very successful progran. 


I felt thet there was a great need for the aevelopment of a stronger 
progrem of Christiun literature in the Philippines, purticulerly in the 
principai dialects, «s there seems to be « serious lick in thet field. I would 
again urge th.t some serious consideration be given to making the Philippines 
& priority fiela in litereture for a few yeers in order to get & good program 
stertead, «aS wes done post-war in Japan. It is good to know thet the appoint- 
ment of the Crawfords fcr just this purpose under the Feceration of Churches 
hes been approved, end that there has been such widespread support of this 
project. This is certainly « most significent ecumenical experiment, with © 
qualified specialized personnel made sevaileble tc & much-needed picce of work 
within the framework cf the Christian covuperetive progrzm and with support 
provided by almost all the major boarus which ere «at work in the Philippines. 


I saw very little of the work of rurcl and egriculture1 Christien work, 
the bulk of which is being done by cenominaitionel egencies, und which there- 
fore ley beyond the periphery of my special concern. I hed the impression, 
however, that the aost significant work in this field is being done in the 
Philippines, where the only ecumenical progrem of significunce in this field 
is being cirried on by the Rural Departnent of the Feaueretion of Churches 
uncer the uirection of Mr. Ferrer. Without going into details, I should report 
thet the work cone by this department is exceedingly valueble end influential 
not cnly in its service to the rural church enu its constituency but in its 
influence on the government's progrem in this fielu. Mention shculd also be 
maue of the excellent cooperation end unusually fine program being developed 
by Dean Burl Slocum of Central Philippines College. In aadition, a substantial 
number cf young missioneries with special training in rural work are at work 
in the Philippines. A small but excellent program is in the making at Southern 
Philippines Ccllege in Mindanao with the essistence cf Mr. Guy Thelin of the 
American Boaéru, who like Dr. Slocum worked in this fielc in Chine. 
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The Philippines is the only ccuntry I visited where a full-time secre- 
tery .f un ecumenical orgenization is engeged in rural work. That does not 
mean thet nothing is being done elsewhere in the field of rural work, for in 
both Jepen anc Korea some importent projects cre being carricd on with good 
cooperation from various groups, but not as « pert cf the program of the 
Netionul Christien Councils. There is & growing sense of needa for more rurel 
work upon the part cf the church lezdership in Jupen thit should beer fruit 
in time to come, anu consiceruble interest wes expressed in Kcree in aaequate 
rurel programs. At Chiengrci in Thailand, one of the most significart experi- 
ments in Christicn rurel work is being curried on with considerable success 
through « Christin villege developed eleng cooperative lines. The Christian 
forces in Malaya ure having < unique opportunity to reach the almost completely 
non-Christi«n people from the jungles who have been concentreted in the New 
Villeges. In lunds where civil wer is going cn, however, it hus been difficult 
to curry on normel prograns cf church work in rural creas, end in Burme, for 
exemple, there is virtuzlly no contuct between the Christian furces in areas 
controlled by the government end those under the control of the insurgents. 


I wes much impressed by the contributicn mede to beth society in general 
and the @hristian church by Christien higher education in the Far East. No 
one can objectively assess the Christian cuuse in thet urea without recognizing 
the pert that Christian education has played in meny ways. Much of the best 
leedership in slmost every lend hes been trained in cur Christien schools. 
It seems cobvicus th.t the time has come when we should think cf higher edu- 
cution in the Fur East, us we are incrcusingly doing in other aspects cf Chris- 
tian work, in terms cf <n coverzll consider:.tion cf policy and increzsing 
mutual recognition end cocperaticn. Is it too much to hope, for exemple, thet 
more of the savenced training prcoviaea for Christien lezders should be possible 
in Ghristicns schools in Asia, und fewer lecaers be brought te the West for 
study? 


It is interesting cnd enccuraging tc note thet sone steps heve been 
teken in this direction through the orgenizuticn cf « Committee on Higher 
Educe.tion in the Fer Exst. all of us would regret the need for further 
mechinery in these ueys of complicutea orgenizeticns, but there surely needs 
tc be some consideruticn cf comuon problems ana strategy in this field. My 
own hope would be that we shoulda nieke every effcrt to guard and maintain in 
such institutions & strungly Christizn character end influence. No one would 
quarrel with the demund for the highest ccauemic stinderds, but these shcula 
never preclude the uistinctive quality cf Christian schcols. The basic contri- 
bution we heve to make to the pecoles cf the Far Eastern lends is the Christian 
nessage. If we lose thut we lcse the purpose cf existence for Christien ecu- 
cution., Others can supply the neea for seculur eaucation. Let our relatively 
limited investment cf money ind life cuntribute to men's knowledge cof the 
truth that makes them free; let whet we do cuunt for Christ. 


Let me nention briefly « few of the pleces where it seemed to me 
specific help-is needed. I felt thet Suuthern Philippines Cullege, in 
Mindenac, shculu be strengthened tc meet the need fcr « sound Christien sechecol 
to meet the opportunities in that strategic unu developing crea. I would 
strengly recommenu th:t we give the modest help that is being asked to the 
aeveloping Christicn University at Djukerte te help esteblish this much-neecued 
ana only Christicn higher school in « lana with és many pecple os Jepen and 
with the strongest Christien church in the Fur East. Here again a small 
investment shculd bring & lierge return. I believe the help given to Ch'ung 
Chi College in Hongkong has been well-cuvised, anu thet continued help should 
be given there to strengthen the Christien ccmmunity ena tc provide Christizn 
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education in the Chinese languege for young people who do not want to seek 
higher education in Communist Chinn. There is much desire for 4 Christian 
college on Taiwen, cond that need will not be met by the proposed unregistered 
Fundumentalist schocl. Of especial value woulda be the proposed emphasis on 
education that would train young people to fit into the economy of the island 
itself and serve its future needs. In Koreu, I wes impressed by the need for 
assistunce to Severance Mediczil Cullege in the rebuilding of its wer-wrecked 
plant. 


In conclusiun, I woulc say thut I hive come home from this extended visit 
to Christizn work in the Fur Eest greatly. enccuruged. I was not pessimistic, 
before I went, about Christian work in genersi and the program of Christian 
cooperative work in pzrticular. Now I em even more deeply convinced th:t the 
work that American and Canidien mission bourus end egencies are supporting 
through the Far Eastern Joint Office is good, th:.t the whole Christian movement 
is & force that ccunts for righteousness and the Kingdom; ana that the ecu- 
menicel church is a reality in which the ecumenical egencies with which we 
work are a vitzl pert. A visitor could come to this ccuntry und never go into 
a church or realize its existence or influence. Mény visitcrs gc to the Far 
Eust anu return to lecture or write books withcut any conception of the place 
or influence cf the Christian church there, but it seems to me that there can 
be no thorough unuerstanduing cf the entire Fur Eastern scene withcut knowledge 
cf the Christien mcvement ana its contribution. 


This trip has cone « great deal for me and to me. It has given me the 
kina cof information that is essential for the responsibilities you have asked 
me to shure. Often, when I wes calied upon to speek at various conference, I 
said I haa scene not to tell the Christians of the Fer Bast anything, but to 
learn from them. I have learned much, and I trust it will make me more useful 
in the work thst I shell heve tc do in the deys to come. How zumech nore nelpful 
it is to have met fece tuface the leaders of the churches una the ecumenical 
agencies then only to have exchungecd letters with them. This has indeed been 
& Spiritual experience. Thrcugh it I have fcund many new friends fcr whom to 
pray, with whem to work, ana fur whom to thank God. 
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FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE VI. SUMMARY OF QUESTIONNAIRE 
Mey 6-8, 1953 


SN INTSRPRETATION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO LEADERS OF THE FAR EASTERN CHURCHES 


The Far Eastern Joint area committees, in their meetingin Denver, in Lecember 
1952, directed the FEJO staff to plan for a Far Eastern Conference in New York in 
the spring of 1953 to consider implications for the foreign mission boards of the 
Willirgen Conference of the Internetional Missionery Council held in Germany in 
July 1952, and of the findings of the Denver FEJU meeting. A major purpose of this 
Msy conference in New York was to ccnsicer what steps the boards themselves might 
properly take in preparation for regionai conferences Mbe heid in Rest Asia in 1954. 


in preparation tor the conference, a cuestionnaire covering the recomnencations 
of the Denver meeting was sent to Christien leaders in the Far East. A long report 
on tne replies was presented at the conference ty Mr. Bovsman. 


Recommendations and questions were listed urder (1) Grass—-roots Support, (2) 
"Know Your Neighbors", (,lans for increasing mutuel acquaintanceship among Asian 
Christians), (3) Strategy Committees, (4) New Mobility throvgh Inter-country Aid by 
Younger Churches, (5) Specialized Fersonnei, (6) United Promotion in America of 
United Work Abroad, anc finally an Appendix listing four specific methods through 
which #2 might be facilitated. This report is a summary or tne responses to the 


questionneire. The full report is available frem the FEJO office to any who want it. 
I. GRASS-ROOTS SUPPORT 


1. The younger churches give cniy a small part of tne funds needed for the operation 
of their cooperative organizations, such as the National Christian Council. They 
were acked the reasons for this. Some cf the most significant were as foilows;: 
(1) The N.C.Cs are considered Western organizations. 

(2) They are sometimes missionary—domineted. 

(3) They are net known by tee renk-and-fite church member. 

\4) They renaer little esscrtial service to the churches at the local level. 
They ere often centered in the capital cities. 

(5) The churches cannot finance their activities. 


2. ‘to maxe the N.C.Cs more useful end more indigenous, more a pert of the churches 
which they represent, the replies suggested: 


(1) Further nationalization of N.C.C. personnel. 

(2) Programs more closely tied to the ongoing work of the churches. 

(3) Greater effectiveness in protecting religious freedom and in presenting a 
united front for Protestantism. 


3. Summary 


The '.C.Cs represent a transfer to Asiar churches of the often elaborate 
ecumenical machinery wnicn Western denominetionalism makes necessary The churckes 
mist receive aid for even their cwn edministravive personnel from mission sources. 
The younger churches cannot in the neer future assume full support in finence or 
perscnnel cf N.C.C. programs as they are now projected. 


IIT. KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS 


For centuries Hast Asian lands have lived with their faces turned toward the 
colonizing powers who controlled them; Britain, France, Holland, or America. Chris-— 
tian people have hed only slight contacts with each other. The Denver recommendations 
deait with methods of breeking down the barriers of ignorence between Asian Christians. 


cae 


Younger church spokemen favored exchange of aeputations among the Asian 
churenes, precedea by preliminary study 


There was almost unanimous disagpreval of ecumenical visitors who come on 
short notice, for hurried visits, and who expect to be taken care of by over-worked 
missionaries end church leuders. Western church leaders who attended the recent 
ecumenical meetings in India took advantage or the ovportunity to visit Christian 
work in Asian lands in embarrassing numbers ana with no attempt at mutual coordine tion 
It is clear that visiters would be mcre welcome if they planned to fit in with on- 
going programs, meke some positive contribution to them, and sought to coopsrate 
with 2ech other, If cenominetional secretaries couid give some time to otner 
Christian work then the pureiy denominational, the cause of Christian unity would 
be advanced. 


There was generil epproval cf functional conferences for the East Asian: 
churches with careful preparation through study grouvs, papers, ana discussion. One 
proposai was thes only those delegetes be sent whe upon return to their home lands 
could take time to share with otners the inspiration such conferences orought them. 


TIT. REGIONAL CONFERENCES. 


Bact Asien leacers were almost unanimous in their belief tnat 1954 is too early 
for regional conferences. ‘There is some reluctance to hold such conferences hbe- 
cause of the dearth of qualified leadership in the Asian churches. Many leaders | 
will be delegates to tne Woria Councis Generel Assembly in Evanston in 1954. Asien 
leaders emphasized strongly the necessity of adequate orensration for such conferences 
when they are held. They favored functional conferences. One suggested functional 
conrerences at which a number of subjects might be covered. 


IV. STRATAGY COMMITTERS 

Some lands have such Comittees. The grez.test problem of Christizn stretegy 
arises out of the influx of "Tringe-sect" missionurie:, who are moving into the 
countries of Hust Asia und wno ere non-cooperetives or even hostile. No one had 
& sclution for problem of stretegy arising because of their coming, but tnere were 
exoressions of the aesire to seek closer fellowship with them where possible. 


V. YOUNGER CHURCH MOBILITY. 


Opinions varied 2s to the possibiisity of younger ciuurches sending cut mission— 
aries to other lands. Some doubt was expressed of the ebility ot the younger churche 
to provide firencial support. Others felt thet beceuse of shortuge of leaders et 
home the tine wes not yet ripe to begin sending churchmen ubtroad. Some younger 
chirches cre already sending out their own nationals. 


There was wide interest in % discussion of the oossioility of joint support 
by Western churches and Asian churches cf Asian missicnirizse to other f.ecien Lancs. 


Vf. PROPUSALS FOR MUTUAL ACQUAINTANCESHTP 
Severel proposais were put before the younger churchmen concerning ways by 
which Asian Christians might get acqvainted without the greet exvense of exchanging 


deputations ana holding conferences. 


1. COMMON STUDY (1) of each others! countries and churches, (2) of common em— 
phases in the ‘ah yeur. 


e's hae 


If deputations and conferences are to achieve their maximum value they must be 
carefully prepared for, not oniy by the deputation, but by the churches in which 
they are to speek. Intensive study in youth groups, in prayer meetings, in pastors! 
institutes, should in every case precede a conference or the visit of « deputation. 
This process of study has teen carried on in Americu for uecaces through discussion 
groups using mission study books. The great mejority of those who replied to the 
questionaire recognized the vulue of such stuay. Common study in a number of lands 
of such a subject as stewardship woula elso give a sense of unity and meke possible 
exchenge between countries of muterials. 


2. Getting Acquaintea by Means of Pictures 


Leaders favorea the exchinge ena use of fiim-strips of Christicn work in their 
respective countries, flannel-board picture-stcries, and wall-newspepers or picture- 
posters, printea in some central place in Asia and distributed to all the N.C.Cs. 
Explenaticns in the loczl language could be atteched to the posters which could be 
widely used throughout the churches. 


3. Regional Conferences 


The Far Eestern Conference recommended thet the Internationel Missionsry 
Council, in consults:tion with the younger churches, take the lead in setting up 
regional conferences. 


"AR EASTERN CONFERENCE VII. Dr. Van busen's Address 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN EAST ASIA . 


By 
Henry Pitney Van Dusen - 
May 6, 1953 


Dr. Von Dusen peid high tribute to tle ncerson-Smith Report, as not only 
the first comprehensive survey of theologicel educotion in Asie (from Indic to 
Howeii) which we have ever hed, but the best conspectus of the Christicn Church in 
Mast Asia since the wer. For the uniti. ted visiting aAsi:, he would reconwicnd _ 

ewey's Journey to the Far Pacific snd The Srith-inderson Report on Theological 
Edueetion in Sovtheest Asia. He hrd the -ncerson-Smith seport «vith him everywhere 
he went, ond with certiin minor exceptions respecting Formosa, he would uncerscore 
_virtuslly every observation, judgment and recommendation. 





The basis of his remarks was his recent visit to Japan, Formosa, Philippines, 
Indonesia, and Singapore. The topics covered were: 


1. The Present Situ::'tion 

2. The Special Problem of Formosa 

3, Relationship of Theological Schools and Bible Schools 
4. An Advenced Theologicel College 

5. Gurricular and Library Needs 

6. Cross-Fertilization and Cooperation 


1. With regard to THE PRESENT SITUATION, the best line of approach is the 
justly famous Madras Report on the training of the ministry. Three levels of 
theological training were distinguished: 

a. The highest level ~ Theological Colleges; cdmission B.A. degree; 
b. Theological Schools - training for the ordecined ministry - do not 
‘require college degree; 
ining Schools -— for church workers, etc., no accdemic 
prereouisites. 


ec. Bible Trea 





In the whole of Ei st Asic, there ore no theological colleges which would be 
regnrded in this country as fully up to stcndard. The theological seminary in 
Tokyo, the one in Menilac (U.T.S.), cnd the Higher Theologicel College in Djckarta 
wouid most ne:rly meet the requirements. 


Denling with the second and third levels, there sre three in J:pan, the 
Union Theologicsl Seminary in Mcnile, the Divinity School ct Silliman, the Higher 
Theologice1 College in Djckartx, ond Trinity College in Singapore. Dr. Van Dusen 
visited five of the institutions. 411 of them are doing creditable work; «11 
need strengthening. 


2. THE SPECIAL PROBLEM OF FORMOSA. Theologicel educction in Formosa is con- 
ditioned by the cbnorm:l situstion in Formosa — the national ond church situction. 
The church situ’tion is tragic, particularly as it effects the Formasans themselves. 
The populntion of Formese, 8 to 9 million, was inv:ded by from 1 to 3 million mcin- 
lenders. There had been very little contact with m-inlanders in previous years. 
There is © dispsrity of average educationsl snd cultursl bsckground which pleces 
the lecdership of the mainlenders in < position of adventage. Lxongunge difficulties 
mceke communication between Formos:ns cnd meinlenders extremely acute. Amoy diclect 
is the first lmenguoge “nd Jopenese the second cmong the Formosens, while the main- 
lenders sperk Mcndcrin <s their first longucge and English as their second. There 
are no mecns of communication with exch other except when trenslated, 
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Before the war, only the Presbyterian Church was in Formcsa. Csnadians 
in the North end English Presbyterians in the South, recently joined in 2 single 
united church of the Island. After the wor, mocinlend missionaries of many denomi- 
nations crme in, 2 development that was most distressing tc the leaders of Formosa. 
The whole missionary situction on Formosa cries for the exercise of statesmanship 
immediately in the U.S. 


In this situ~tion there sre two small seminarics, one in Taipeh ond one in 
Teinon. The teaching is in Fukienese. There is on cbsence of any training for the 
ministry for mcinlenders. The undenicble logic of the situntion is one strong 
semnincry. 


3. RELATIONSHIP OF THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS AND BIBLE SCHOOLS. Attention hereto- 
fore has been concentrated on theslogic:l schools, and the attempt to lift them to 
theological colleges. It is incorrect to say that the Bible schools hcve been 
clmcst altogether neglected; the Bible school is the stepchild of theological » 
trrining on the mission field. The role of the Bible school has been largely thet 
of a training schcol for Bible women and the laity. 


Reasons for the shift of attention to Bible schools: 


a. The mitiplication and mshroom growth of "sect" Bible schools and the 
challenge of the sects to traditional, conventionsl1 churches. The most pressing 
problem for the churches in E..st Asia is the pressure and influx of sect groups, 
which heve fcunded in the pest five years many Bible schcols throughout East Asic. 
They are not only numerous, but are growing rapidly in enrolment. Some of them are 
larger than the theologicel schools we are talking about. They have proven their 
ability to attr-ct meny of the most alert Christicns of these londs. The challenge 
they present and their ability to minister to increasing groups of Christians impel 
us to ask ourselves some frank questions. With u11 the criticism, have they not 
succeeded in laying hold of certcin truths of the gospel that the other churches 
heave lost in our traditional Protest-nt churches? 


b. The revival of "Bible-centered" theology. The theclogical teaching of ~ 
the younger churches must be Bibliccl. They will heve truly Christian ecumenical 
fellowship if they con keep their theclogy Bible-centered. 


ec. The need for < more numerous,, less costly ond pert-tinme ministry. The 
younger churches are not able to pay for high stcndard theological training. The 
gap between the best theological schools and the Bible schools in our traditional 
churches is very wide. There should be training of pastors somewhere in between; 
not by dropping the level cf the theclogic:sl schools, but by raising the stendard of 
the Bible schools. 


4. AN ADVANCED THEOLOGIC:L COLLEGE which not only requires the 4.B. degree for 
admission, but which offers postgraducte trcining. There is need that there be in 
Southecst Asia ot lenst one higher grece theologiccl college beyond the B.D. degree. 
There is no such institution in asia today. It would meen that institutions in the 
U.S. would have fewer students from the Orient, which would be « gre:t less to us, 
but something would be gained by moking it possible for more leaders to have this 
higher grade theslogical trcining in Asia, 


If there is need for at lecst one such college, it is equally clecr that 
there is room for not more than one. The longuage of instruction at thet level \, 
would need to be in on ecumeniccl tongue, cnd todcy that is English. The books needed 
are :lso lorgely in English. An added adventage in heving one such school is thst 
the people of Ecst asia would be brought together; they would hcve interdenonina} 
tionel fellowship. It is one goal we should set for ourselves within the next five 
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to ten years by pooling our rescurces to mke possible such a theological school 
in East Asics. 


Where would such a theologic:1 college be? Singapore? That is a 
centrally located spot. The Higher Theologic7l School at Dickarta is the necrest 
approach to such an institution as I om suggesting. Formosa is centrally located. 
Should it be at Mcnila? Dr. Van Dusen felt tht he could not suggest where it 
should be located. 


5. PRESENT EQUIPMENT NEEDS. Equipment in the existing schcocls is very 
inadequate. Libreries are, generally specking, pitifully incsdequcte. The books 
are antiqueted and obsolete. They cre clmost all Western books and in English. The 
most serious lack is precisely in the most essential teaching tools. Itisa 
shocking shame :nd our greatest sin thct we have not equipped the “sian theologicel 
schools with the mest fundementzl ond essential teaching tools for their basic work. 
It is difficult to understend why we have failed. 


This inadequacy of textbooks prep:red for semincries is shown in the 
fact thet they rely upon mineogrsphed Jecture-notes. The apprepriste textbocks for 
courses in this country do not fit in these lands. What would be the character of 
adequate texts? 


a. They should be simple sand elementcry. There need not be mere than 
20-40 volumes of 100-150 psges euch. 


b. They should cover sytematicclly the whole renge of theclogicsl 
tenching. These could be in English to start with, and later translated sand adapted. 


Tiere is o despercte need for fundcmental textbooks which should be 
preprred in “sicn countries. I believe it crn be dcne in such a way as to serve all 
of our denominations. If the theological schools con be welded together as one 
enterprise doing one essentinl job, is it not possible that the theclogical schools 
in the mission field can pool their resources for the essentisl tools? 


6. CROSS FERTILIZATION AND COOPERATION. The mest grievous, unnecessary, znd 
inexcusable weakness cf theological education in Scutheast Asia is that each school 
works in relative isolation without knewledge of what others heve tried and learned, 
without mutual interchcnge and profit. 


The Madras Report suggested a Commission to visit theological colleges 
all over the world; not to make a survey in the traditional fashion. The Cemmission 
would go cut with "kits" in which they would carry the best of tried and tested 
materials and methcds from one institution to another. The suggestion was a good 
one and it still applies. The Higher Theological School of Djakearta, with stendcards 
as high as cnywhere in the world, is cn excmple of what con be done. They have a 
progrem of tr-ining for the ministry which excels ony theological institution in 
the U.S. ifter the first yenr the student is sent back home and under guidance of 
his postor or a missionary he must meke a study of the cultural history of his 
people ond write a paper on it. He then goes back to Djkart«: for the second year, 
ond in leter summers his inquiries go on tc the character of the native religions 
end the problems of the Christion churches in his homeland. Cxrefully dr: fted 
reports must be submitted on return to school each cutumn. Just before the finel 
yeor 2 longer period is interpolcted when the student returns home ond tikes full 
responsibility for a reguler parish. During the fourth year at the Seminary he 
studies theology ond preaching. There is no theological college in the West thet 
has a scunder progrcm than that. It should be adapted and adopted by mst of the 
theological colleges in Scuthesst isia, 
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a. There is urgent need for higher theological conferences in Southeast 
Asia. This was discussed at Lucknow, and there mey be one within the next two 
yecrs. 


b. There should also be a Theological Education Council for Southeast 
Asia, 

c. There is need of 2 theologiccl education cooperative treining progrem 
for Southeast Asia. There should be summer institutes for theological teachers. 
Such institutes should t:ke up the problem, for instance, cf the best way cf 
teaching the Old Testoment. We should send the best Old Testament teacher from the 
United States and some from asic. Let these teachers att-ck their problems in 
common. Then deal with the New Testament in the seme way. Audio-visual education 
is another subject for common study. The problems are essentially the same for all 
the churches and all of the theological seminiries. 


d. There is need for a theclogiccl education center and stsff for South— 
east Asia. The main task cf this is to serve as center for the exchange of ideas 
ond inspiration. 


@. There is need for a coordinated regional program for theological 
education. The opportunity presented is as attractive as any I know. Southecst 
Asia has not been conscious of itself as an area. 


&, 
FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE VIII. Mr. Lie's Address 
May 6-8, 1953 


CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN INDONESIA AND HOW TO MEET THEM 
By 
Rev. Lie Beng Tjoan 
Evangelist, National Council of Chinese Churches of Indonesia 


First of all, I would like to bless the Lord and thank the chairmen and the 
committee for the opportunity this evening to present some information about Chris- 
tian opportunities in Indonesia and how to meet them. Although the second part is 
not en easy task, I would however, like to try to explain and make what suggestions 
I think useful. 


As the result of Indonesian independence many Dutch missionaries ere going 
back to Holland. Their departure from Indonesia is due to the fact that there is 
tension between the Dutch and the Indonesians. For the sake of the Indonesian 
Churches, and to show thet the accusation that the churches are "instruments" of the 
Dutch Givernment is idle and groundless, they think it edvisable to leave Indonesia, 
although this is not easy for them. 


The rapid chenge in the Chinese missionary situation on the other hand, 
occasioned by the coming to power of a Communist Government, with the result that 
thousends of foreign white missionaries are not "liked", has resulted in many 
missionaries leaving China. Such missionaries wouid be aveilable to meet the urgent 
need in other areas. For this reason many European and American missionaries are 
returning to their.own home countries, but they are certuinly keen to resume their 
activities in proclaiming the Gospel. It is en undeniable fact thet "open" fields 
are to be found ena I suggest thet Indonesia provides one of the best opportunites 
for this. 


The withdrawal of the Dutch missionaries makes for a serious shortege of 
church workers in Indonesia, which even et best wes not well supplied. In particular, 
the lack of teaching staff in theologicel colleges and of Christian doctors is deeply 
felt. There ere still open aoors in Southeast Asia, especially among the overseas 
Chinese, who gre today estimated at 16,000,000 peopie; also emong the native South- 
east Asian population in general for theological teaching staffs and medical workers. 
This possibility might well be considered by the various mission boards. 


When we place the approximately 35 4 Protestant Christendom in Indonesia in 
the milieu of the more than 60 million Islumic worshippers and some millions of 
heathen, then we might understand thet certainly the Church has quite a lot to do 
with proclaiming the Gospel. 

With regard to Christian workers, Dr.Kraemer wrote in 1937 in his book "De 
huiaige: stand van het Christendom in Nederlandsch-Indie" on page 21: "With respect 
to church workers, Indonesia is in a most unfavourable position. Calculated per 
million of the population, there are in China and India twice as many missionaries 
as in Indonesia and in Africa six times as many !#' In the light of these comparisons, 
the fact is undeniable thut the complaints about understaffed personnel, which come 
from different areas of church and missions in Indonesiz, are indeed well grounded. 
Although we do not have exact figures at the moment, I would dere to say that the 
number of workers just now is less than that mentioned by Dr. Kraemer, except in the 
case of Chine. For this very reason, the churches in Indonesia need more workers 
then ever before. 


I would like to give some iliustretions. Take for instance Sukabumi. This 
is a city between Jakurta and Bandung, located in the mounteins. Sukebumi hes three 
Protestant churches; viz., the Indonesizn (Pasunden), Chinese end Dutch churches. 


ae. 


one of them his & minister! Lust year in March before coming to this country, I 

Leia a revivel meeting in Eest Java; thet is to say, Surabaja and Maleng. From the 
secretury of the Chinese Classis of this area, I heard thet there are 22 congregations 
with 9 ministers and 5 assistant ministers, with very meagre theological training! 


To save time, I would like to refer you to my thesis on "The Christian Approach 
to the Chinese Commnity in Indonesia", so fer as it concerns the Chinese churches. 
I would like now to give some more information about the Indonesian churches. These 
churches have now a National Council located in Jekarte. With regerd to workers, 
they are also in desperéte need, while in the medical and educational fields, little 
cen be done thru lack of money. 


The only hope is to send young men to the theological colleges or if possible 
to the Higher Theological School in Jakarta, but even this is not easy, as not only 
have the churches to contend with paying the students' expenses, even the payment of 
ministors raises a lot of problems. In other words, leck of money is a great barrier 
to the edvancement of the expansion of the church. 


Also in the area of ecumenical Christianity a lot ought to be done. At the 
present moment there is a iack of workers who cen be released from their ministerial 
duties so thet they might use their time fully for this work to build up a strong 
Protestant unity against other forms of structural power. Leck of money is also here 
& consideration. 


Speaking on a larger scule, I think it would be worth while having a Far 
Eastern theological conference among Far Eest theologiens and church leaders with 
Westerners as advisors, to be held et leest by 1956. I suggested this some months 
ago both to Mr. Hirega, of the United Church of Jepan and to Mr. Benjamin Guénsing, 
president-elect of the Union Theological Seminery at Manile. Although both of them 
ugree with this proposél, the difficulty lies in the preperatory work and finencial 
problems. i do hope the Lord will open the wey for us to have this conference, which 
might be very impressive und useful for us all in the Fer East. 


We see from this brief report that there are plenty of Christian opportunities, 
but now the second problem which is more difficult to tackle is; how to meet them? 
This is not an easy task to discuss. 


As you know, Indonesia has become free and independent and acknowledged by 
the United Nations since the transfer of authority by the Dutch ct the Round Table 
Conference at The Hague on December 27th, 1949, after experiencing 35 centuries of 
foreign administration and control. It is to be understood that in their attitude 
towards foreigners, they are now rather suspicious end doubtful. Many times this 
atmosphere of hesitation «bout what attitude to adopt towards the West, was used by 
the Communists - although they are now no longer as strong es in 1946-1947 - to 
influence people by making them more suspicious about the West. 


They like to have emancipation as any nation does, and like to be dealt with 
too in the same wey as other netions. I met in this country several engineers who 
wanted to go to Indonesia or who are on the point of going to Indonesia, but they 
complained about how difficult it is to get an Indonesian vise. If you understand 
the situation in Indonesia, I would say, the Indonesians do the same as you ao with us. 
In other words, because of tle fact that for Indonesians it is very difficult to get 
en American visa, this regulation works 4s 4 boomerang. In my conversations with 
some Philippines students, they said with respect to visa difficulties; the Americans 
taught us to do that! i 


We have to see the suspicious attitude against the West egeinst the beckground 
of the Japanese occupetion also, where the Japanese tried to indoctrinete the youth 
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to hate and to fight the West. We must also not forget the long-inculcated idea 
that the Indonesian was inferior to the Netherlander and needed his guidance and 
protection, as Kahin writes in his book, "Nationalism and Revolution in Indonesia" 


The week, half-hearted defense put up by most Dutch land forces eguinst the 
invading Japanese made a tremendous impression upon the Indonesians. (Kahin p. 101 
Regardless of any analysis of the circumstances of the Dutch defeat, it entailed 
clear consequences. First of all, many Indonesians were convinced that, if given 
arms, they could have aone us well as the Japanese. 


After the independence, the Indonesians were and are keen to show the world 
that they sre not inferior end can do as many good things in administering their 
country as any other nation and that such sayings as, "the Indonesians are not ripe 
enough to govern their country" are iale anda groundless. Sometimes we heard, "We 
prefer to have our land governed by our people with mistekes than ruled by foreigners"! 


Since they have become independent, they are very suspicious, cautious and 
careful in receiving foreign aid. For this we cannot reproach them in the light 
of the colonial beckground. I would like te let you feel the general meaning of the 
situation now in Indonesia. The best means is to look at the newspapers. 


When the Philippine:: Islands were independent some newspapers in Jakarta re- 
ported that the Americans lost their military power, but seized and actualized another 
power, namely, that they wre now imperizlists in a new other form, that is, with 
their dollars, for they governed the economic conditions of those islands. I would 
like to quote some interesting sentences from the Star Weekly, e rather influential 
and critical weekly, having Chinese end Indonesian reporters and correspondents. 

The November 22na, 1952 issue reads as follows: 


"The policy of Truman towerds foreign countries is unique, in thet it is to 
stimulate the States to play the role of a kind of Sante Claus that not only gives 
free help to Western Europe, but also give free technical aid or at very cheap price 
to Asiatic non-Communist countries. However, in this 'sid', notice should be taken 
that while on the one hand America pluys the role of Santa Claus, throwing dollars 
to left and right in open-handed fashion, on the other hand, America pushes down the 
rubber end tin prices unjustifiably! These are causally connected with each other." 


"If for instance an article produced in Indonesia can be bought by Americans 
(Truman) at moderate prices - according to world market prices - at say, 10 dollars, 
Americans only pay nine dollars, while the one doller profit is used by Truman to 
raise funds with which he can pley his role us Santa Claus, thet is to say to help 
the countries whose policies will be in egreement with the State Department." 


"If Indonesia will back 100 % pro-American policies, it is certain that the 
depressed price from which the one dollér crises, will be given freely as gift to 
Indonesiz, but if Indonesia will not ao so, this money might be given to the French 
in Indo-Chine, for instance." 


Another exemple is from the same magezine dated January 17th, 1953: 


"The New York times wrote recently thet it is inconceivable und that there 
is no use in American aid to Indonesia, if it is evident that the best purpose will 
only cause frustretion and suspicion instead of sympethy and friendship. "Yes!" 
remerked the Stur Weekly, "Certainly, the common people in Indonesia also cennot 
understena why 4 country which they do not know, even their geogréphical situation, 
why « white nation is so tender end loving hearted? Not only the common people, but 
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aiso most oi cur intellectuals cannot understand the American attitude, which makes 
them always rather doubtful and suspicious. If America eurnestly wants to help us, 
why does the USA depress our rubber and tin prices while we «re not allowed to sell 
at higher prices to Communist countries?" 


It wouic take too much time to cite many quotations but from the above it is 
clear that they are cfraid of any form of imperizlism, be it military, political, 
economic or religious imperialism! 


The Indonesigns and the Chinese in Indonesia too will be pleased to be helped 
but then, they do not like to be conditioned! We would be happy to be helped in any 
other way, but we do not like to be pissed cround like « football. However, in spite 
of the fact that we need financial help, we do not like to have to beg lixe desperate 
beggars. We do not like to be helped by an employer-employee relationship or condi- 
tion. We rather prefer arrangements on a cooperative basis. 


How then should we mect the Christian opportunities in Indonesia which are 
indeed large and open? JI would suggest the following after you have got in touch with 
the National Council of Churches in Indonesia (D.G.I.) or the Council of Chinese 
Churches in Indonesia (D.G.T.I.) and if an agreement is made: 


1) Do not bring Americen customs and way of life which are far different from those of 
ours. Try to remove enything whereby the Indonesian might reproach Christianity/ a 
foreign religion, or Fremdktrper. 


2) Send missionaries who will either be teachers in the theological schools or medical 
doctors, who «re aeeply concerned with the Bible rather than with political situe- 
™ S2LONS s In other woras, send theologians rether then missionary politicians: 


3) Try to see things from the Indonesien point of view, when you are working in 
Indonesia. 


4) Do not introduce denominetional doctrines and view-points, since we are trying 
to unite the different churches into one Union. 


5) In helping the formation of younger churches to be, do not impose conditions that 
will quench their zeal and spirit for work. 


6) Try to trust Indonesian and Chinese ministers and avoid eny misunderstendings with 
them. 


7) If there are misunaerstandings, please aiscuss things frenkly in Christian brother- 
hood and friendship. 


8) If you would like to help us, please help us then ezrnestly and not helf-heartedly. 
Half-hearted support brings only frustration and diséeypointment. 


I would like to turn now to somewhat more positive suggestions. In meeting 
the Christian opportunities, I think, it is not requisite that preaching is the only 
meuns or way of Christien work, especially if we apply the comprehensive approach. 
As I mentioned before, not only lack of ministers, but also in other areas, the 
shortage of workers is deeply felt. 


1) In the first place, up till now Christian Protestant Churches do not have sufficier 
hospitals, as not only do we lack money, but also lack Christian medical doctors, 

not to speck cf theologicz1 doctors, where in the whole of Indonesia we only have 

one Chinese and no Indonesisen acctor in theology! People in Inaonesia ere keen to 
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see the Gospel uctualized in the service of mercy (Dienst der bermhartigheid) and 

I think the rexson why the Roman Cutholics are making such progress now, especially in 
East Java and West Sumatra - in West Sumatre we do not have any single Protestant 
church, be it Indonesian or Chinese except the Pentecostel church - is thet their 
success is due to hospital work. 


2) In the second place, if you cannot send Christian médical doctors, help then the 
few existing Christian hospitals with drugs and medicine. As you know, everything 

with regerd to foreign currency is restricted by our government, so thet the price 

of medicines is extraordinarily high now. 


3) As the situation has now been changed, end preaching the Gospel and pastoral care 
would be better done by indigenous workers, the best way to help the churches is in 
the sphere of theological training of native end Chinese ministers. I refer the 
lack of Chinese ministers to my above mentioned thesis. I think with respect to 
theological training thet is not my subject here, as our president of Union Seminary, 
Dr. Ven Dusen,will present and explain this more fully end in aetail. 


4) Further, you can help a great many of the Christian workers by sending literature, 
either theological or more practical books which they urgently need, and which they 
cannot pey for either because of leck of money or because of the restrictions on 
foreign currency. 


5) In the work for the Sunday School end youth, this litereture, visual aid, etc. is 
élso urgently wanted. 


Although these are only poor suggestions, I do hope that in the near future a 
mutual understending and cooperation will be established and 4 more positive step 
cen be taken for the furtherance of the Gospel in Indonesia to the glory of God in 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, while there is time end opportunity! 
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